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1

‘This invention relates to electronic control ap-
paratus which can operate rapidly and accurately
to control the operation of other mechanisms and
is selective in its operation.

The novel control apparatus is particularly well
suited for use where remote control is desired,
and consists of a sending or signal generating
apparatus and a receiving apparatus.

The sending apparatus can be controlled ac-
cording to control symbols to generate and send
out different numbers of signals corresponding
to the control symbols, which signals can cause
the operation of the receiving apparatus.

The receiving apparatus contains differentially
operable means which can respond to the dif-
ferent numbers of signals which are sent from
the sending apparatus, and contains further
means which can be controlled by the differ-
entially operable means and can provide the de-
sired control over the operation of some other
mechanism. This further means can be preset
to operate and provide an indication or exert
some control over the operation of some other
mechanism whenever a predetermined number
of signals representing a particular control sym-
bol is received, and is so arranged that it can
readily be changed from one setting to another
to render it operable to respond to the number
of signals which represent some other control
symbol.

Various systems of symbols may be used in
setting up the selective control of the generation
of signals and in presetting the control means of
the receiving apparatus, and these symbols may
take any form such as the letters of the alphabet,
the digits of a numerical notation, the combina-
tion of letters and digits, or any other arbitrarily
chosen symbols. In whatever system of symbols
that is chosen to set up the particular controls,
each symbol will be assigned a number of signals
by which it will be represented, and this number
of signals will be generated as a burst of signals
whenever the symbol occurs during the opera-
tion of the signal generating apparatus. For in-
stance, if the digits of a decimal notation are
used, “1” is represented by a burst containing
one signal; “2” is represented by a burst con-
taining two signals; “3” is represented by a burst
containing three signals; and in a similar man-
ner the other digits are represented by bursts
of signals containing the corresponding numbers
of digits.

The signals by which the symbols may be
represented and which cause the differential op-
eration of the receiving apparatus may take any
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desired form; for instance, they may be potential
impulses and/or interruption or modulation of a
carrier wave. These signals may be transmitted
from the sending or impulse generating appara-
tus to the receiving apparatus in any desired
manner, as over a wire or by radio.

The bursts of signals occur so rapidly that,
even though radio is the transmission medium, it
will be extremely difficult for an unauthorized
person to determine the characteristics of the
signals sufficiently to enable him to tamper with
the control apparatus by producing a sending
apparatus which can send signals to cause the
improper and unwanted operation of the control
apparatus.

While not limited in its application to a re-
mote control system, the novel apparatus is well
adapted to be incorporated in a remote control
system and particularly in a system using mobile
or portable receiving apparatus located apart
from the sending apparatus and controlled by
signals transmitted thereto by radio.

In order that the invention may be explained
more fully, it will be shown embodied in a bat-
tery-operated, portable, radio-controlled receiv-
ing apparatus which may be preset according to
any two control numbers, each of which may be
selected from the numbers 1 through 10, to pro-
vide an indication whenever the preset control
numbers have been received, and can be operated
from a sending or signal generating apparatus
which can modulate a radio-frequency carrier
wave to provide the desired signals in the form
of bursts of impulses which are transmitted one
after another with a suitable space or time in-
terval between bursts. However, it is nof in-
tended to limit the invention to the form of ap-
paratus shown in this particular embodiment,
nor is it intended that the control be limited to
two control numbers, because the invention is
capable of being carried out by the use of other
equivalent arrangements and by the use of more
or fewer control numbers.

In order that the receiving apparatus will be
small and portable, it is constructed with but
one differentially operable electronic means, and
this means is used twice to provide an indication
of the numbers represented by each of the two
bursts of signals. Suitable means are provided
to clear the differentially operable means of its
setting, this means being automatically set in
operation by the first signal of a burst and oper-
able during the interval between the bursts of
signals to clear the differentially operable means
of any setting resulting from a previous burst
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and to prepare the differentially operable means
for actuation by a further burst of signals.

When the novel control means is embodied in
a portable, battery-operated receiver, as in the
disclosed embodiment, the receiver is normally
controlled to be in a standby condition, in which
it uses very little power, and this condition can
be changed to an operative condition by a special
control signal sent from the sending apparatus
under control of a special control means prior
to the sending of the bursts of signals represent-
ing the two control numbers by which the control
data may be sent. Timing means, set in operation
when the receiving apparatus is set in operative
condition, are effective to restore the receiving
apparatus to standby condition and to clear the
various parts thereof after a predetermined time
which is sufficient to allow the receiver to respond
to the two control numbers sent thereto in a
normal manner.

The requirement that the receiving apparatus
be rendered operative by a special control signal
not only saves power, but also guards against the
improper operation of the contrel apparatus, when
radio is the transmission medium, by preventing
static or other electrical disturbances from caus-
ing an undesirable operation of the receiving
apparatus,

It is an object of the invention, therefore, to
produce a centrol apparatus which can be oper-
ated quickly and accurately and which is very
flexible in its operation and control.

A further object of the invention is fo provide
control apparatus which includes a signal-gen-
erating apparatus for generating different num-
bers of discrete rapidly recurring signals and &
receiving apparatus which can be mobile or porta-
ble and can be controlled by radiec and which can
be preset to exert a particular control or give an
indication each time if receives certain predeter-
mined numbers of signals from the signal-gen-
erating apparatus.

A further object .of the invention is to provide
means which enable the presetting of the receiv-
ing apparatus te be done in a simple manner so
that the presetting of the apparatus can readily
be changed to enable the apparatus to respond
to any one or another predetermined number of
signals and provide a particular control or give
an indication whenever the proper number of
signals has been received.

A further object of the invention is to provide
novel eontrols for a receiving apparatus to change
the apparatus from a standby condition to an
operative condition upon the receipt of a special
control signal.

A further object of the invention is to provide
novel controls for a radio-operated receiving ap-
paratus to prevent static or other electrical dis-
turbances from causing an improper operation
of the receiving apparatus.

A further object of the invention is to provide
novel controls for a differentially operable elec-
tronic means to cause the means to be cleared
and reset to its starting condition automatically
at a predetermined time after it has completed
its differential operation.

With these and incidental objects in view, the
invention includes certain novel features of con-
struction and combinations of parts, the essential
elements of which are set forth in appended claims
and a preferred form or embodiment of which is
hereinafter described with reference to the draw-
ings which accompany and form s part of this
specification.
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In the drawings:

Fig. 1 shows g portion of the sending or impulse
generating apparatus, including means for gen-
erating the special control signal and controlling
a transmitter accordingly; means for amplifying
and shaping the impulses of the bursts and con-
trolling the transmitter; and means for contrel-
ling the initiation and termination of the sending
of the bursts of signal impulses.

Fig, 2 shows means in the sending apparatus
which can be selectively set according to the con-
trol numbers; and means controlled by the set-
table means to generate two bursts of impulses,
each of which bursts contains the number of
impulses required to represent one of the control
numbers.

Fig. 3 shows certain controls associated with
the radip-frequency transmitter and also includes
a diagrammatic showing of the transmitter.

Fig. 4 shows a radio-frequency responsive means
of the receiving apparatus; a means for amplify-
ing the received signals; a means for changing
the receiving apparatus from a standby condition
to an operative condition; and a means for con-
trolling the restoring of a differentially operable
electronic means to its starting conditicn,

Fig. 5 shows the differentially operable elec-
tronic means which is differentially operated ac-
cording fo the number of signal impulses in each
burst and is operable to control a presettable
means.

Fig. 6 shows means for restoring the receiving
apparatus to standby condition at the expiration
of a predetermined time after the apparatus was
put in operative condition and also shows the pre-
settable means which is controlled by the differ-
entially operable means and which can be preset
according to any desired control numbers to op-
erate an. indicator when the required control
numbers have caused the operation of the differ-
entially operable means.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

As explained earlier herein, the invention will
be shown embodied in a sending or impulse-gen-
erating apparatus which may send the desired
signals and control numbers by radio and in a
battery-operated, portable, radio-controlled re-
ceiving apparatus which may be preset according
to two control numbers, each between the values
1 and 10, to provide an indication whenever the
preset confrol numbers have been received and
which can be operated by radio from the sending
or signal-generating apparatus, which modulates
a radio-frequency carrier wave to provide the re-
quired signals in the form of impulses. It will be
clear from the description, as it proceeds, that
the invention is not limited to the form of appa-
ratus shown but can be embodied in other forms
as may be required by the conditions under which
the novel control apparatus is to be used.

The novel control apparatus is capable of many
uses. For instance, the means in the receiving
apparatus may be preset to cause a machine to
begin operating when the apparatus responds to
particular control numbers, and other means may
be provided in the receiving apparatus and be pre-
set to cause the operation of the machine to stop
whent the apparatus responds to other control
numbers. Also -a plurality of similar units of re-
ceiving apparatus containing the presettable
means may be provided for individually control-
ling the operation of a plurality of machines, and
the plurality of units may be preset according to
different control numbers and be operated selec-
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tively from a central signal generating and send-
ing station which can be controlled to generate
signals according to any desired control numbers.

Instead of controlling the operation of a ma-
chine, the novel apparatus may be used to cause a
signal light to be lighted, a bell to be rung, or
some other signal to be given each time it re-
sponds to the number of signals corresponding to
the control numbers to which it has been preset.

The presetting of the means in the receiving
apparatus to respond to any particular control
numbers can be accomplished very easily, so that
the control numbers can be changed very readily
if desired, and this renders the apparatus very
flexible in controlling its response to different
numbers of signals which may be transmitted to
it.  For instance, if a plurality of units were pre-
set to respond to certain control numbers and it
was decided that some of these units should not
respond along with the others, then these units
could readily be preset to respond to other con-
trol numbers, and the separate control of the
different units under different control conditions
could readily be obtained,

The sending apparatus includes a radio-fre-
quency transmitter whose final amplifier is biased
to cut-off for grid modulation, and also includes
means to modify the control of the final amplifier
to cause a special control signal and two bursts of
control-number-representing impulses to be sent
therefrom. The sending apparatus can be con-
trolled to regulate the number of impulses in each
burst and can be controlled further either to send
the bursts one after another automatically in suc-
cession in response to g single initiating control or
to send the bursts with a separate initiation con-
trol required for the sending of each burst.

The transmitter is a conventional type of radio-
frequency transmitter. The final stage of ampli-
fication of the transmitter is biased to cut-off, so
that normally the radio-frequency carrier wave
will not be transmitted; however, modulating
means and other control means are provided and
can be controlled to reduce the bias on the final
stage of the transmitter to cause the carrier wave
to be transmitted to form the special control sig-
nal and the bursts of control-number-represent-
ing impulses. As will be explained hereinafter,
the special control sighal and the impulses of the
bursts are of quite short duration, and, since the
final stage amplifier is normally biased to cut-off,
the radio-frequency carrier wave is transmitted
only during the very short time actually required
for producing each of the signals or impulses.
Accordingly, even though radio is the communi-
cation medium, the nature of the signals is such
that it will be almost impossible for an unauthor-
ized person to determine the frequency of the car-
rier wave or the characteristics of the signal suffi-
ciently to enable him to construct a sending ap-
paratus which would enable him to tamper with
the controls by sending undesired sighals to the
receiving apparatus.

The means to control the final amplifier to pro-
duce the special control signal includes & manip-
ulative device which can be operated to apply
potential to a circuit which includes a capacitor
and relay in series. The current flowing in this
circuit, while the capacitor is charging, will cause
the relay to be energized and operate to close a
circuit which reduces the bias on the final am-
plifier of the radio-frequency transmitter and
allows a square-top signal of the desired duration
to be fransmitted. As soon as the capacitor be-
comes charged and current no longer flows
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through the relay, the relay will be deenergized
and will open the circuit to the transmitter, which
allows the bias to be restored on the final am-
plifier.

It will be recalled that the receiving apparatus
is normally in a standby condition, in which it
cannot be operated by static or other electrical
disturbances, and that the apparatus can be
changed to an operative condition by the special
control signal. This protective feature can be
preserved by requiring that a control signal which
lasts about a half second be used to change the
receiving apparatus from a standby condition to
an operative condition. The desired duration of

-the control signal can be obtained by controlling

the capacity of the capacitor or changing other
factors which govern the length of time for
charging the capacitor in the circuit of the relay.

The means for controlling the modulating
means to control the final amplifier of the trans-
mitter to cause the bursts of impulses which rep-
resent control numbers to be transmitted includes
two banks of keys upon which the control num-
bers may be set, two banks of gaseous electron
tubes controlled thereby to produce the required
number of impulses in each burst, and impulse
shaping means which are controlied by the banks
of gaseous electron tubes and give the impulses
a spire-like shape, which is desired. The im-
pulse shaping means control the modulating
means for the transmitter to cause the bias on
the final amplifier to be modified so that the
radio-frequeney carrier can be modulated to pro-
duce the bursts of signal impulses which repre-
sent the control numbers.

Each bank of keys contains a key for each of -
the numbers 1 through 10, and these keys are
used to set up the control numbers which are to
be transmitted. Associated with each bank of

40 keys iIs a bank of gaseous electron tubes which
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contains a tube corresponding to each of the
numbers represented by the keys.

The tubes of each bank are connected in a
chain to be fired automatically one after another
in sequence from the “10” tubes through the “1”
tube, and, as each tube is fired; it will cause any
previously conducting tube to be extinguished.
The automatic firing of the tubes can begin with
any tube in the bank and, when once begun, will
continue to the end of the chain. The depressed
key in any bank closes a circuit to select ifs re-
lated tube as the starting point in the firing se-
quence by preparing the tube to be fired in re-
sponse to a starting or firing impulses commonly
impressed on all the tubes of the bank, and, as
soon as the selected tube is fired, it will start the
automatic firing of the tubes. REach tube, when
fired, will cause an impulse to be generated so
that the automatic firing of the tubes of the bank
will produce a burst of impulses containing the
number of impulses corresponding to the control
number set up on the keys. The automatic firing
of the tubes in the bank takes place rapidly and
enables the impulses of the burst to be generated
at a frequency of at least 20,000 impulses per sec-
ond, which enables the transmission of the con-
trol numbers to take place very rapidly.

In the instant embodiment, the control num-
ber and the number of impulses which represent
it are the same, but this relation is not necessary,
as any number of impulses may arbitrarily be
assigned to represent any control number or
symbol as desired.

When the control numbers have been set up
on the banks of keys and the special control sig-
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nal has been sent, the sending of the bursts of
signals can be initiated by means set in opera-
tion by a manipulative member. Since the re-
ceiving apparatus is changed from a standby con-
dition to an operative condition by the special
control signal, it is necessary to wait two ov
three seconds after the special control signal
has keen sent before initiating the sending of the
bursts of signals in order to insure that the cath-
odes of the tubes of the receiving apparatus will
be properly heated and the receiving apparatus
is in condition to operate in respense to the re-
ceived impulses. The manipulative member, when
operated, operates means to cause a firing im-
pulse to be impressed on the bank of tubes which
generates the first burst of impulses, to initiate
the automatic firing of the tubes beginning with
the tube selected by the key which has been de-
pressed. The tubes of the bank which follow the
selected tube in the chain are fired one after an-
other and generate the number of impulses re-
quired to represent the first-control number.

The sending apparatus may have either of two
modes of operation after the “1” tube, or the last
tube in the chain, is fired. The firing of the “1”
tube may cause the initiation of the generation
of the second burst automatically, or the initia-
tion may require a further operation of the ma-~
nipulative member.

If the second burst of impulses is to be gen-
erated automatically after the first burst, then
the “1” tube in the first bank is connected {o a
“Shift” tube and causes this tube to be fired auto-
matically after a suitable delay. The “Shift”
tube shifts the impulse generating action from the
first bank to the second bank by impressing a fir-
ing impulse on the tubes of the second bank to
fire the selected tube therein and initiate the
automatic firing of the tubes in this bank.

On the other hand, if the initiation of the gen-
eration of the second burst requires a further
operation of the manipulative member, then the
“Shift” tube is disconnected from the “1” tube
and is connected to be fired by the further op-
eration of the manipulative member.

The tubes of the second bank will be fired
automatically in succession beginning with the
tube which has been selected by the depressed
key in the bank of keys related to this bank of

tubes and will generate the number of impulses 5

required to represent the second control number.
When the “1” tube of this bank is fired, it causes
means to operate to terminate the operation
of the sending apparatus.

The impulses which are generated by the banks
of tubes are used to control g pair of impulse
amplifying and sharpening tubes which produce
a spire-like impulse for each generated impulse.
The output from these tubes is used to control the
modulating means for the radio-frequency trans-
mitter which modifies the bias on the final am-
plifier to reduce the bias and cause the radio-
frequency carrier wave to be modulated to pro-
duce the spaced bursts of impulses which are
transmitted to the receiving apparatus.

The operation of the sending or impulse gen-
erating apparatus in sending the control humbers
“9” and “2” is as follows.

The means which controls the final amplifier
of the radio-frequency transmitter to cause the
square top special control signal to be sent is
operated to cause a special control signal of about
a half second’s duration to be transmitted. After
an interval of about three seconds, which insures
that the receiving apparatus is in operative.condi-

10

20

30

8

tion, the sending of the burst of impulses repre-
senting the control number “9” can begin.

Prior to the beginning of the sending of the
bursts of impulses representing the control num-
bers, the “9” key in the bank which controls the
generation of the first burst of impulses is de-
pressed to select the “9” tube in its related bank
as the tube with which the automatic firing of the
tubes of the bank will begin, and the “2” key in
the other bank is depressed to select the “2” tube
in its related bank as the tube with which the
automatic firing of the tubes of the bank will
begin.

The sending of the first burst is initiated by
the operation of a manipulative member which
operates means to send a firing impulse to the
bank of tubes which generates the first burst of
impulses. As the “9” tube in this bank has been
selected as the starting point, it will be fired by
the impulse. Following the “9” tube, the “8,” “7,”
“_6’” “5’:) “4,” “3’» uz’n and ulu tubes WlH be ﬁred
one after another in sequence in that order, and,
as the firing of each tube generates an impulse,
a burst of nine impulses wiil be generated,

Affer a suitable interval, a firing impulse will
be sent, either automatically or under manual
control, to the second bank of tubes. As the “2”
tube has been selected as the starting point in
this bank, the “2” tube will be fired by the firing
impulse and will automatically fire the “1” tube
to cause two impulses to be generated in the sec-
ond burst. The “1” tube in this bank will fire a
stop tube, which terminates the operation of the
sending apparatus and restores it to its normal
condition.

The impulses which are generated by the banks
of tubes are shaped and amplified and are effec~
tive fo control the modulating means for the
transmitter to modify the bias on the final ampli-

40 fier thereof to cause the radio-frequency carrier
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wave to be modulated to provide the two bursts
of signal impulses which are transmitted to the
receiving apparatus, the first burst containing
nine sighal impulses and the second burst con-
taining two signal impulses.

The receiving apparatus, which is normally in
a standby condition, is placed in standby condi-
tion by the closure of a suitable switch and in-
cludes a radio-frequency responsive means which
can detect the transmitted signals and cause the
receiving apparatus to be put in operative condi-
tion and can also make the signals available for
controlling the operation of the various other
means of the apparatus which enable a suitable
indication to be given whenever signals corre-
sponding to preset confrol numbers have been
received.

The radio-frequency portion of the apparatus
contains two tubes. One of these tubes may be
considered as the first stage and is the only tube
in the receiving apparatus which is operative
when the receiving apparatus is in standby con-
dition. This tube is normally biased to operate
as a detector and is effective, when the special
control signal is received, to cause relay means
to operate and change the apparatus from its
normal standby condition to an operative condi-
tion.

When the relay means operates in response to
the special control signal, it applies cathode heat-
ing potential and operating potentials fo the
other tube of the radio-frequency portion, which
is coupled to the first stage and may be con-
sidered as the second stage, and provides a bias
to cause the second stage to operate as a detector.
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The operated relay means modifies the bias on
the first stage to change the operation of this
stage from that of detection to that of ordinary
class A, tuned radio-frequency amplification, so
that, when the receiving apparatus is in operative
condition, the first stage operates as an amplifier
and the second stage operates as a detector.

The relay means is effective further, when it
operates, to supply cathode heating potential and
operating potentials to other tubes of the receiv-
ing apparatus to render them operative.

Timing means are also set in operation by the
relay means to cause the receiving apparatus to
be restored to standby condition automatically
after a predetermined interval of time. The
timing means includes a tube which is normally
biased to cut-off by a negative potential applied
to its control grid through a resistance-capaci-
tance network. When the relay means operates,
it applies positive potential to this network, tend-
ing to overcome the negative bias on the control
grid and rendering the tube conductive; how-
ever, due to the capacitance in the network, the
applied positive potential will not be effective to
overcome the negative bias on the control grid
of the tube, and the tube can not become con-
ducting until the end of the predetermined period
of time. The length of time between the appli-
cation of the potential and the operation of the
tube can be controlled by regulating the amount
of capacitance or resistance in the network.

A holding circuit is closed by the relay means
to maintain the relay means energized and the
receiving apparatus in operative condition until
the timing means operates to restore the receiv-
ing apparatus to standby condition. A restoring
relay, which is energized when the tube in the
timing means is conducting, operates contacts to
open the holding circuit and release the relay
means to allow the receiving apparatus to re-
turn to standby condition when the timing means
operates.

After the receiving apparatus has been placed
in operative condition, the bursts of impulses rep-
resenting control numbers may be received. In
order that the impulses which are to operate the
differentially operable electronic means will be
uniform and will not show the effect of any varia-
tion in signal strength during transmission, the
output of the second stage of the radio-frequency
portion is used to control an impulse amplifying
and shaping means which insures that the sig-
nals supplied to the differentially operable means
have the desired shape and will be of the neces-
sary strength to cause its proper operation.

The output of the impulse amplifying and
shaping means consists of negative potential
impulses which are impressed on the differen-
tially operable means to cause its operation ac-
cording to the control numbers and which are
impressed on control means for causing the re-
setting or clearing of the differentially operable
means after its differential operation in response
to the impulses of a burst.

The differentially operable electronic means,
which is used to set up a representation of
the control number which corresponds to the
number of impulses in a burst, is an electronic
counting ring, and, because the receiving ap-
paratus in the disclosed embodiment is portable
and battery-operated, this ring consists of a plu-
rality of battery-operated vacuum tubes. In or-
der to provide the required capacity for the dif-
ferentially operable means, twelve vacuum tubes
are provided, and these tubes, numbered from 1
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through 12, are connected to form six trigger
pairs, each pair of which must have one mode of
operation or another; that is, either one or the
other tube of the pair must be conducting at any
given instant while the remaining tube in each
pair must be non-conducting. Accordingly, at
any given instant, half of these tubes will be con-
ducting and half will be non-conducting. The
pairing of the tubes is effected by trigeger connec-
tions between the “1” and “7” tubes; the “2” and
“8” tubes; the “3” and “8” tubes; the “4” and
“10” tubes; the “5” and “11” tubes; and the “6”
and “12” tubes.

In addition to their being connected to form
trigger pairs, the tubes of the ring are also con-
nected in an endless operative network of prim-
ing connections, which prepare the pairs to enable
the trigger pairs to change their mode of opera-
tion one after another in succession in response
to negative potential impulses which are im-
pressed on all the tubes of the ring by the impulse
amplifying and shaping means.

The trigger connections and the priming net-
work connections between the tubes of the ring
are so related that at any stage of the operation
of the ring the six tubes which are conducting
will have consecutive numbers, and, as input im-
pulses cause the operation of the ring, the tubes
that are conducting will have values which are
advanced one step as each impulse is received.

The following tabulation shows the conducting
and non-conducting condition of the tubes at dif-
ferent stages of operation of the ring after dif-
ferent numbers of impulses have been impressed
thereon. ;

Tubes Conduct- | Tubes Non-Con-
Number of Impulses in ducting
1, 2 3, 4,5 6| 7, 8 9,10,11,12
2, 3,4 5 6 7| 8 9,10,11,12, 1
3, 4,5 6 7 8| 9,10,11,12, 1, 2
4,5 6, 7,8 9(10,11,12, 1, 2, 3
5 6, 7,8 9,10|11,12, 1, 2, 3, 4
6, 7,8 910,11 |12, 1, 2, 3, 4, b
7,8 9,10,1,12| 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
8, 9,10,11,12, 1| 2,3, 4, 5, 6, 7
9,10,11,12, 1, 2{ 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
10,11,12, 1, 2, 3| 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
) R 13,12, 1, 2, 8, 4,4 5 6, 7, 8 9,10

Accordingly, after any particular number of
impulses has operated the ring from g starting
or zero position, a definite set of tubes related
to that number of impulses will be conducting
and will serve to represent the control number
corresponding to that number of impulses.

In the above tabulation, it will be seen that
a different pair of tubes constitute the beginning
and end of each group of conducting and non-
conducting tubes; for instance, the “1” and “6”
tubes are the beginning and end tubes of the
group of conducting tubes which represents the
starting or zero condition of the ring, and these
tubes will be conducting at the same time only
when the ring is in starting condition. Similarly
for each stage of operation of the ring, there will
be a particular pair of tubes which will be con-
ducting only when the ring js in that stage of
operation and represents a bparticular control
number. This condition is utilized to enable the
presettable means to be preset for control by a
particular pair of tubes and to respond and cause
an indication when a particular control number
has caused the differential operation of the ring
and has caused that particular pair of tubes to
be conducting. As will be explained more fully
hereinafter, the potential of the control grids
and anodes of the conducting tubes will be dif-



2,467,257

11

ferent from the potential of similar elements of
non-conducting tubes, so that, by making the pre-
settable means responsive only when the potential
of similar elements of both tubes of a selected
pair is that of conducting tubes, the presettable
means can be made to operate only when the de-
sired control number has caused the operation
of the ring.

In order that the receiving apparatus may be
portable, only one differentially operable vac-
uum tube ring is provided to count the number
of impulses in both bursts and to provide indi-
cations of both control numbers which are re-
ceived. 'To enable the ring to ke used twice to
count the number of impulses in each of the
bursts, resetting means are provided to restore
the ring to its zero or starting condition after the
ring has been operated by the first burst of im-
pulses and has had sufficient time to control the

presettable means according to the first control o

number, but before the second burst is received.

In the above tabulation, it is seen that the ring
is in its starting condifion when the tubes num-
b‘ered “1’” ::2}):‘ “3’» :(4.,» ::5,» and “gr are con-
ducting. The restoration of the ring to starting
condition is effected by removing the potential
from the screen grids of the tubes numbered “7,”
“8,7 “9,” ©10,” “11,” and “12,” which rendersthese
tubes non-conducting and, through the trigger
action within the pairs, renders tubes “1,> “2,”
“3,” «4,:: (:51» and (t6» COHduCting.

The resetting means includes two pairs of
tubes, one pair of which causes the removal of
the potential irom the screen grids of the «7,”
“8,77 99,7 ©10,” ““11,” and “12” tubes to restore the
tubes of the ring to starting condition and the
other pair of which controls the time of opera-
tion of the first pair to allow sufficient time for
the ring to be operated and exert its control over
the presettable means before the ring is restored
to starting condition.

The tubes of the control pair are connected,
anode to confrel grid, to form an unbalanced
trigger pair in which one tube is normally con-

ducting and the other tube is normally non-con- -

ducting when the receiving apparatus hds been
put in an operative condition., The burst of neg-
ative potential impulses from the impulse ampli-
fying and shaping means are applied to the con-

trol grid of the normally conducting tube of the 5

pair, and the first impulse of the burst will render
the tube non-conducting, When the normally
conducting tube of the control pair becomes non-
conducting, the potential of its anode will rise,
and this potential rise will be impressed on the
control grid of the normally non-conducting tube
of the pair and render the normally non-conduet-
ing tube conducting. Thus the mode of operation
of the tubes of the pair will be changed when
the first impulse of the burst is impressed on the
normally conducting tube.

The potential of the anode of the normally
non-conducting tube of the pair will drop as
that tube is rendered conducting, and this drop
is impressed on the control grid of the normally
conducting tube through a large capacitor to pro-
vide a negative bias on the contro] grid. The cir-
cuit including this capacitor has a large time
constant and will retain the negative bias on the
control grid of the normally conducting tube to
maintain this $ube non-conducting during the
receipt of the impulses of a burst and for a pre-
determined period of time following the receipt
of the last impulse, during which predetermined
pericd of time the charge on the capacitor is dis=

12

) sipateci and ‘allows the control grid of the nor-
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mally couducting tube to again become positive
and the tube to become conducting. When the
normally conducting tube becomes conducting
after the first burst of impulses is received, the
potential of its anode will drop, and this drop is
used as a negative potential impulse to cause an
operation of the tubes of the resetting pair to
cause the ring to be restored to its starting con-
dition.

The tubes of the resetting pair are also con-
nected, anode to control grid, to form a trigger
pair. The negative potential impulse generated
by the operation of the control pair is impressed
on the tube of the reset pair which is normally
conducting when the receiving apparatus is in
operative condition, and causes this tube to be-
come non-conducting. Due to the trigger action,
the normally non-conducting tube of the pair will
become conducting when the other tube of the
pair becomes non-conducting, and this change in
the mode of operation of the pair is used to cause

the restoration of the ring to its starting condi-

tion in the following manner.

A reset relay is included in the anode circuit
of the normally non-conducting tube of the reset
pair and is energized whenever the normally non-
conducting tube of the pair is rendered conduct-
ing by the trigger action within the pair. The
SCI'een grids Of the tr7))). ((8,)) “9"” “10;’)‘ (lll)}) and
“12” tubes of the ring are supplied with potential
over normally closed contacts associated with
the reset relay so that, when the reset relay is
energized, it will open these contacts and remove
the screen grid potential from these tubes of the
ring to restore the ring to starting condition after
its differential operation according to the im-
pulses of the first-burst. The screen grid of the
normally non-conducting tube of the reset pair is
also provided with potential over the contacts
associated with this reset relay so that, when the
tube becomes conducting and energizes the relay,
the potential is removed from its screen grid and
the tube is immediately restored to its non-con-
ducting condition. This action restores the reset
bair to its normal condition at the same time the
ring is restored to its starting condition. In a
similar manner, the resetting means will be set in
operation by the impulses of the second burst to
restore the ring to starting condition, but in. the
instant embodiment this is an idle operation be-
cause no further bursts of impulses are sent in a
single operation of the apparatus, and the entire
receiving apparatus is restored to standby condi-
tion automatically at a suitable time after the
second burst of impulses has been received.

A further control is provided for the tubes of
the reset pair to enable the pair of tubes to. corn-
trol the initial conditioning of the ring so that
the ring will always be in starting condition when
the receiving apparatus is changed to an oper-
ative condition from a standby condition. When
the receiving apparatus is in a standby condition,
the normally conducting tube. of the reset pair
is'given a negative bias from g resistance-capac-
itance network, which will prevent the tube from
conducting when cathode heating potential and
other operating potentials have been applied to
the tube. The relay means, which operates in
response to the special control signal to change
the receiving apparatus to an operative condi-
ticn; applies positive potential to this. resistance-
capacitance network to-overcome the bias gn the

“normally conducting tube of the reset pair, but

75

the- capacitance in the network slows the effect
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of the application of positive potential on the
control grid to allow sufficient time for the cath-
odes of the tubes to become heated before the
bias on the normally conducting tube is over-
come and the tube can operate.

As long as the normally conducting tube of the
reset pair is thus biased against conduction, it
will tend, due to the trigger connection with the
other tube of the reset pair, to cause the other
tube to conduct; however, as soon as the other
tube begins to conduct, it will energize the reset
relay in its anode circuit to remove the poten-
tial from its screen grid and from the screen
grids Of the “7,!1 “8,” “9’1! “10’71 5511’!’ and “12”
tubes of the ring to place the ring in starting con-
dition. Should the cathode of the other tube be-
come properly heated and this tube become op-
erable before the bias is removed from the nor-
mally conductive tube of the reset pair, then the
other tube will operate periodically to cause the
potential to be removed from the screen grids.
As soon as the bias is removed from the normally
conducting tube of the reset pair, this tube will
become conducting and the reset pair will main~
tain this mode of operation until a negative po-
tential impulse is impressed thereon by the con-
trol pair. The temporary bias on the normally
conducting tube of the reset pair, therefore, in-
sures that the ring will be placed in starting con-
dition when the receiving appatratus is changed
from standby condition to operative condition.

The length of time the bias is on the tube after
the operation of the relay means can be con-
trolled by varying the capacity or resistance in
the resistance-capacitance network. It has been
found that a delay of two or three seconds is
sufficient to insure that the cathodes of all the
tubes will have been heated and the ring is in
proper starting condition.

The resetting means, therefore, puts the ring
in proper starting condition before the reception
of each burst of impulses to insure that the ex-
tent of the differential operation of the ring will
correspond to the number of impulses in the
bursts, and also enables the ring to be used twice
to set up the representations of control numbers
according to the number of impulses in the sev-
eral bursts.

Since, in the disclosed embodiment of the in-
vention, the receiving apparatus is arranged to
indicate when two selected control numbers have
been received, the presettable means which pro-
vides this indication consists of two parts; name-
ly, a first part, which can be preset to respond if
the first number of the two selected control num-
bers is received, and a second part, which can be
preset to respond if both of the selected control
numbers have been received,

The first part of the presettable means in-
cludes a tube having a plurality of control grids.
Two of these control grids are connected to the
control grids in the pair of tubes of the ring which
will be conducting at the same time only when
the ring has been operated according to the first
number of the selected control numbers.

The potential of the control grid of a tube of
the ring will be more positive when the tube
is conducting than when the tube is non-con-
ducting, and this condition is used in the follow-
ing manner to enable the ring to control the pre-
settable means. The control grids of the tube in
the first part of the presettable means are so
biased that they will prevent conduction in this
tube unless the control grids in both tubes of
the ring to which they are connected have been
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made more positive by conduction within these
tubes as a result of the operation of the ring
according to the control number for which this
part of the means was preset to respond. The
first part of the presettable means is prepared
for operation when the receiving apparatus is
changed from standby condition to operative
condition and will operate if the number of im-
pulses of the first burst correspond to the control
number for which this part is preset. When the
tube in the first part of the presettable means
becomes conducting, it causes an operation of this
part of the presettable means which causes a
signal lamp to be lighted to indicate that the
first selected control number has been received,
prevents the tube from operating again, and
prepares the second part of the means for opera-
tion.

The second part of the presettable means also
contains a tube which can likewise be preset by
having control grids connected o control grids
of the pair of tubes of the ring which will be
conducting only when the ring has been operated
according to the other selected control number.
The second part of the presettable means is nor-
mally inoperative, so that it cannot be operated
by the ring when the first burst of impulses has
been received; however, the tube of this part is
rendered operable by the first part when it op-
erates, and can then be rendered conducting by
the ring if the number of impulses of the second
burst corresponds to the control number for
which the second part is preset. When the sec-
ond part of the presettable means operates, it
causes a second signal lamp to be lighted.

Inasmuch as the second part of the presettable
means is rendered operable only if the first num-
ber of a selected control number is received, and
will operate only if the second number of a select-
ed control number is also received, then the light-
ing of its signal lamp is an indication that both of
the selected control numbers have been received.
It is obvious that, instead of merely providing
an indication when it operates, the second part
could operate a switch or clutch to control the
operation of a machine or some other mechanism.

The changing of the presetting of the first and
second. parts of the presettable means from one
pair of control numbers to another involves mere-
1y the changing of the connection of several
wires from the control grids of one set of tubes of
the ring to another, and this can be accomplished
very readily.

The invention is not limited to the use of a
single presettable means in the receiving appara-
tus, but can be practiced using more than one of
such means. For instance, a receiving apparatus
could have one presettable means to start the
operation of a machine upon the receipt of cer-
tain predetermined control numbers and another
presettable means to stop the operation of the
machine upon the receipt of different predeter-
mined control numbers.

The operation of a receiving apparatus will now
be explained.

The receiving apparatus is preset to respond to
the control numbers “9” and “2” by connecting
the control grids of the tube in the first part of
the presettable means to the control grids of the
“10” and “3” tubes of the ring, which tubes of the
ring will both be conducting only when the ring
has operated according to “9” or the first of said
control numbers to be received, and by connect-
ing the control grids of the tube in the second
part of the presettable means to the control grigs
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of the “3” and “8” tubes of the ring, which tubes
of the ring will both be conducting only when the
“2” or the other of the two control numbers has
been received. The presettable means will there-
fore be controlled to give an indication whenever
the control numbers “9” and “2” are received in
that order.

A suitable switch is closed to place the receiving
apparatus in standby condition, in which condi-
tion it i§ ready for operation by the special con-
trol signal.

The special control signal is received by the
first stage of the radio-fréquency portion of the
receiving apparatus and is of sufficient duration
to cause the operation of relay means to change
the receiving apparatus from a standby condition
to operafive condition, in which condition it can
respond to bursts of impulses representing con-
trol numbers.

When the relay means operates, it applies
cathode heating potential and operating poten-
tials to the tubes of the receiving apparatus to
render these tubes operable and alse changes the
potential on the control grid of the tube consti-
tuting the first stage of the radio-frequency por-
tion to change the operation of the tube from that
of defection to that of class A, tuned radio~fre-
quency amplification.

The relay means, when operated, also applies
potentials to delay circuits associated with the
normally conducting tube of the reset pair and
with the timing means. The delay circuit asso-
ciated with the normally conducting tube of the
reset pair momentarily prevents the applied
potential from bheing effective on the tube to
render it conducting and thus enables the other
tube of the pair to operate and place the ring in
starting condition with the 1,7 “2,” “3,” “4,”
“6,” and “6” tubes conducting before the first
burst is received. The delay circuit associated
with the timing means delays the effect of the
application of the potential on the timing means
to render the timing means operable to restore
the receiving apparatus to standby condifion
after a predetermined time during which the re-
ceiving apparatus can be operated by the two
bursts of control-number-representing impulses
and ean provide an indication or exert some de-
sired control if the control numbers are those for
which the apparatus has been preset.

After the speecial control signal has placed the
receiving apparatus in operative condition, the
first burst of impulses will be received and will
be impressed as negative impulses on the ring
and also on the confrol pair of tubes of the re-
setting means. The impulses will cause the pairs
of tubes of the ring to change their mode of op-
eration one after another in succession to pro-
vide a representation of the control number cor-
responding to the first burst of impulses.

If nine impulses are included in the first burst,
then, when the burst has been received, the “10,”
“11,7 “12,” “1,” “2,” and “3” tubes will be con-
ducting. Since the “10” and “3” tubes are con-
ducting at the same time, their control grids will
be in their more positive condition and will ¢ause
the tube in the first part of thé presetfable means
to become conducting and causé an operation of
this means to indicate that the first selected con-
trol number has been received. The operation
of the first part of the presettable means will p¥e~
vent the further operation of the tube and will
prepare the tube in the second part of the pre-
settable means for operation under control of the
1Hg, In the fnstant embodiment, the operation
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of the first part of the presettable means will also
lisht a sigrial lamp to indicate that the first of
the selected control numbers has been received.

During the interval between bursts, and after
the ring has had an opportunity to cause an op-
ération of the first part of the presettable means,
the control pair of tubes in the resetiing means
can opérate to cauise the reset pair to operate and
restore the ring to starting condition.
~ The seconid burst will next be received and will
be imprassed on the ring and on the control pair
of tubes in the resetting theans. The impulses
will cause the pairs of tubes of the ring to change
their mode of operation one after ancther, and,
if two imipulses are included in the second burst,
the “3;" u4’vn “5,7, “6," :{7,!1' and “8") tU.beS Wﬂl be
conducting dfter the burst has beefi received.

According fo the presetting of the receiving
apparatus, the control grids of the tube in the
second part of the presettable means are con-
nected fo the control grids of the “3” and “8”
tubes, and, since these tubes of the ring are both
conducting, this tube will be rendered conducting
to catise an operation of the second part of the
presettable means, which causes a signal lamp to
light and indieate that both of the selected con-
trol numbers have been reeeived.

The timing means will. operate automatically
at the end of the predetermined period and will
interrupt the holding circuit for the relay means,
thus releasing the relay means and restoring the
receiving apparatus to its standby condition.

CIRCUITS

The various circuits which supply operating
potentials and coordinate the operation of the
various parts of the novel control apparatus will
now be described.

In this description, the values of the various
applied potentials are given with reference to
ground. It is not intended that the invention be
limited to these particular potentials or to the
values of resistance and capacitance specified
herein, because the potentials used are merely se-
lected as convenient potentials for the disclosure,
and the values of the circuit elements of resist-
ance and capacitance given correspond in relative
value to the potentials chosen. It will be obvious
that other types of tubes may be used and that
other potentials may be used, and, when this oc-
curs, the values of the circuit elements can be ad-
justed accordingly to maintain the proper rela-
tionship between the various parts of the cir-
cuits.

SENDING APPARATUS
Special control signal generating means

Key 60 (Fig. 1) in the sending apparatus is
depressed to cause the special control signal to be
generated and sent to the receiving apparatus
to change the receiving apparatus from standby
condition to operative condition.

The depressed key 60 closes contacts 61, which
are effective to connect conductors 62 and 63 to
complete & circuit which extends over terminals
64 and 65 and terminals 66 and 67 (Fig. 3) to the
transmitter and causes certain operating poten-
tizls to be applied to the transmitter to render
it operative.

Another cireuit is closed by the key to cause
the energization of relay means for a period of
time required to send the special control signal.
'This eircuit starts from terminal 79, which is at
& positive potential of 135 volts, and extends
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over conductor 11, normally closed contacts 12
of the stop relay, conductor 73 to point 74, and
then over conductor 15, contact 16 closed by
key 60, conductor 171, capacitor 18 of 4 micro-
farads, point 79, and over the winding of the
relay 80 and point 81 to ground. Relay 80 will
be energized while the capacitor 78 is charging
and will cause contacts 82 and 83 to be closed
during this time,

Contact 82 connects ground potential to con-
ductor 84, which extends over terminal 85, which
is iconnected to terminal 86 (Fig. 3), from which
a connection extends to the control grid of the
final amplifier of the transmitter and removes
the bias therefrom to allow the radio-frequency
carrier wave to be transmitted. The carrier wave
is transmitted as long as the relay is energized,
and this constitutes the special control signal.

Contact 83 closes a short circuit across the
winding of the relay 88 to allow the charge on
the capacitor 78 to be dissipated without energiz-
ing the relay. The short circuit extends from
point T8, over point 81, resistor 88 of 50 ohms,
- closed icontact 83, and over point 81 to ground.

When the key is released, a further circuit is
closed to connect the other side of the capacitor
18 to ground to provide a short circuit across the
capacitor which enables. the capacitor to be dis-
charged quickly. This circuit extends from ca~
pacitor 18 over contacts 95 closed by the unde-
pressed key, conductor 96, resistor 97 :of 250 ohms
to point 81, which is connected to ground over
the resistor 38 and contacts 83 mentioned above.
The capacitor 18, therefore, is quickly restored to
its discharged condition and is thereby prepared
for further operation.

Impulse genergting means

In the disclosed embodiment, the control is
according to two selected control members, so the
sending apparatus is provided with means which
can generate bursts of impulses according to
these nurabers. The impulse generating means
is shown in Fig. 2.

Two banks of keys are provided for setting up
the control numbers to be transmitted, and associ-~
ated with each bank of keys is a bank of tubes
which generates a burnst of impulses containing the
number of impulses required to represent the eon-
trol number set up on its related bank of keys.

As many tubes will be included in each bank
as there are numbers which may be selected to
represent each of the confrol numbers, and these
tubes will generate the different numbers of im-
pulses by which the symbols are represented, Ac-
cordingly, the bank will contain a tube for each
of the numbers 1 through 10, though in Fig. 2
only the “1,” ©2,” “9,” and “10” tubes are shown,
the tubes for the numbers “4” through “8” in-
clusive having been omitted to simplify the show-
ing of these banks because the circuits for these
tubes are identical with those shown for the “2”
and “9” tubes and the operation of the impulse
generating means can be understood readily
without a showing of them,

A shift tube “Shift” is provided to shift the
generation of the impulses from the first bank
to the second bank, either automatically or under
control of the manipulative member.

The “Shift” tube and the tubes used in the
impulse generating banks are gaseous electron
tubes of the type having an internal potential
drop of about 15 volts when conducting and
having an anode, a cathode, and a control grid
which is given a negative bias with respect to the
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cathode and will prevent the tube from firing
until this bias is reduced to less than 12 volts
negative with respect to the cathode.

The circuits for supplying potentials to the
elements of the tubes of the bank which generates
the first burst of impulses and for interconnect-
ing the tubes to coordinate their operation will
now be explained.

Negative potential is supplied to the cathodes
of the tubes of this bank by means of parallel
cineuits, one for each tube, extending to ground
from a negative potential supply conductor 106,
to which a negative potential of 150 volls is ap-
plied at terminal i0f. The circuit for the “10”
tube is representative and extends from the sup-
ply conductor 180 at point 102, over resistor 1063
of 150,000 ohms, point 104, resistor 106 of 75,000
ohms, point 107, and to ground over resistor 108
of 15,000 ohms and capacitor 169 of .002 micro-
farad in paraliel,

The cathode 1190 of the “10” tube is connected
to this circuit at point 10T and has a negative
potential of approximately 8 volts when the tube
is not conducting,. When the tube is conduct-
ing, the cathode is also conductively coupled to
its related anode by the discharge path through
the tube, so that the positive potential which is
supplied to the anode will also be impressed on
the cathode potential supply circuit and will cause
the potential of the cathode to rise from a nega-
tive potential of 9 volts to a positive potential of
about 70 volts.

The cathode heater elements are shown con-
ventionally in the tubes.

Bach cathode potential supply circuit is uti-
lized to supply negative biasing potential for the
control grid of the next tube in the sequence,
which is, in this case, the “9” tube. From the
point 164 in the cathode potential supply circuit
for the “10” tube, a connection extends through
point 115 over resistor I'l6 of 500,000 ohms, point
117, resistor £18 of 50,000 ohms to the control
grid ({9 of the “9” tube. With the “10” tube
non-conducting, this connection provides this
grid with a negative biasing potential of approxi-
mately 56 volts., This connection between the
cathode potential supply circuit of one tube and
the control grid of the next adjacent tube of the
sequence enables the potential rise of the cathode
of said one tube to reduce the bias of the control
grid of the next tube in the sequence to a value
below its critical potential and will cause the next
tube to fire automatically and become conduct-
ing. A capacitor 120 of 100 micro-microfarads is
connected between point (84 and ground to delay
the application of the potential rise of the cath-
ode to the control grid. With the values given,
the tubes will fire one after another at intervals
of about 50 micro-seconds; however, the firing
rate may be increased or decreased by suitably
varying the capacity of the capacitors as (20
which couple points, as 104 in the cathode-to-
control-grid connections, to ground.

Since the “10” tube is the first tube in the se~
quence in a bank, the control grid 121 of this tube
is given a biasing potential of the same value as
the grids of the other tubes by means of a circuit
which is equivalent to the other cathode poten-
tial supply circuits and extends to ground from
the negative potential supply conductor 100 at
point 122, over resistor 123 of 150,000 ochms, point
124, and resistor 125 of 90,000 ohms fto ground,
to which circuit the grid 12i is connected from
point 124, over point 126, resistor 127 of 500,000
ohms, point (28, and resistor 129 of 50,000 ohms,
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Bach control grid of the tubes of the bank is
electrostatically connected to a firing impulse
conductor {30, the connection for the grid 118
of the “9” tube extending from point {17 in the
grid circuit, over a capaecitor 131 of 10 micro-
microfarads to the conductor 130. The firing
impulses, which are positive potential impulses
impressed on conductor 130, tend to reduce the
negative bias on the control grids below their
critical value, but are not sufficient to overcome
the normal negative bias. The firing impulse will
be effective to cause a tube to be fired only if
that tube has been “primed” or has its grid bias
reduced to near the ecritical point so that the
firing impulse can reduce the bias below the
critical point and cause the tube to fire and be-
come conducting. The manner in which the
tubes are “primed” wiil be explained hereinafter.

Positive potential is supplied to the anodes of
the tubes of the bank by a circuit which extends
from terminal 136 (Fig. 1), upon which is im-
pressed a positive potential of 105 volts, and
continues over conductor 131, contacts (38,
which. are closed when the bursts are generated,
conductor {38, point {40, resistor 141 of 250 ohms,
point 142, resistor 142 of 3,000 ohms, and point
{44 to the anode potential supply terminal i45.

Point 142 in this circuit is connected to ground
over a capacitor of .1 microfarad, which capacitor
absorbs the shock of any abrupt potential ap-
plication or change in the circuit.

Terminal 145 is connected to termina] 148
(Fig. 2), to which: is connected an anode potential
supply conductor 141 for the tubes of the bank.
Each of the anodes of the tubes of the bank is
connected over a resistor of 1,000 ohms to the
anode potential supply conductor (47, as, for
instance, resistor 148, over which the anode (49
of the “9” tube is connected to the conductor.

When none of the tubes of the bank is con-
ducting, a positive potential of 105 volts is applied
to the anodes; however, when one of the tubes
is conducting, the potential of its anode will be
reduced to about 85 volts due to the drop across
the resistors 143 and 148.

Al the moment one of these tubes is fired, its
eathode will remain at a negative potential of
about 9 volts while the capacitor as 109 in the
eathode potential supply circuit is charging, and,
due to the:drop across the resistance in the anode
potential supply circuit and the infernal poten-
tial drop of the tube, the potential of the anode
will drop to withiw about 15 volts of the cathode
potential. This drop in the anode potential will
cause a drop in the potential of the supply con-
ductor (47, which drop provides a negative
potential impulse on. the conductor.

When the capacitor as 109 has become charged,
the potential of the anode will rise to a positive
potential of about 85 volts and will remain at
this potential until another tubhe of the bank is
fired and: is rendered conducting.

As the anodes of all the tubes of the bank are
connected to the: conductor 471, a series of nega-
tive impulses will: occur on the conductor as the
tubes of the bank are fired one after another.
These impulses are amplified- and sharpened and
are used to control the modulating means for
the radio-frequency transmitter to cause signal
impulses to be transmitted to the receiving ap-
paratus, as will be' explained more fully herein-
after.

The drop-in the potential of conductor 147 as
each tube is fired: is used’ to: extinguish any pre-
viously conductirg tube which has its anode con~

1

Sont
=

20

4D
1Y

45

50

55

80

65

70

75

20

nected thereto. The extinguishing action occurs
because the potential of all the anodes of these
tubes will drop as the potential of the conductor
{47 drops, and this will cause the potential of the
anode of a previously conducting tube to drop
below the potential of its cathode, which potential
has risen due to conduction in the tube, and will
cause conduction to cease in that tube and enable
the control grid to regain control.

The sequential and automatic firing of the
tubes of a bank may begin with any selected tube
and is initiated by a firing impulse on firing im-~
pulse conductor 138. As explained earlier herein,
the control grids of the tubes are electrostatically
connected to the firing impulse conductor 130
but nermally are sufficiently negatively biased
that a firing impulse impressed on the conductor
will not be effective to reduce the bias below the
critical point to cause any of the tubes {o be fired
and rendered conducting.

In order that a firing impulse will be effective
to fire a tube, the tube must be “primed” by having
the normal bias of its grid reduced to such a
degree that the firing impulse will be sufficient

5 to carry the bias below the critical value and

catise the tube to fire ahd become conducting;
accordingly, the selection of the tube with which
the sequential operation of the tubes of a bank
is to begin can be effected by the selective “prim-
ing” of the tubes. The selection of the tube with
which the automatic firing of the tubes is to begin
also determines the number of impulses that will
be in tlhie burst. The keys upon which the control
numbers may be set are effective to selectively

5 “prime” their related tubes to control the impulse

generating operation of their related bank of
tubes.

The upper bank of keys shown schematically
in Fig. 2 is the bank upon which the first control
number to be transmitted may be set up. Only
the keys for the control numbers “1,” “2,” «9,»
and “16” are shown, the keys for the numbers
“3” to “8” inclusive having been omitted to sim-
plify the illustration of the bank, indsmuch as
he cireuits for the omitted geys are similar to
the cikcuits shown and the operation of the keys
to selectively prime the tubes can be understood
from the circuits shown,

The keys of the bank are normally undepressed,
and, in their undepressed position, the priming
ciretits to the tubés are all open. When any key
in the bank is depressed, it closes & priming circuit
from a positive potential supply conductor 155 to
the control grid of its related tube. The “9” key
of this bank is shown depressed to complete the
priming circuit to the control grid 119 of the “9”
tube, the circuit extending from point 156 on the
positive potential supply conductor 155, over con-
tact (57 of the depressed “9” key, and over re-
sistor 158 of 300,000 ohms to point {15 in the
circuit to control grid (9.

The poténtial supply conductor 155 is provided
with suitable positive potential from a circuit
which starts at terminal {59 (Fig, 1), which has

a positive potential of 150 volts applied thereto,
and continues over conductor 160, contscts 16t,
which are closed during the generation of im-
pulsés, conductor F62, point 163, conductor 164,
point 185, and: conductor 166 to terminal 167,
which is connected to terminal {68 (Fig. 2), and
from' this' terminal to ground over resistors 169
and {10 of 50,000 ohms each, to which circuitf
the potential supply conductor 155 is connected
by dn adjustable potential tapplng member 111,
which cooperatés with' resistor 169" and enables
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the conductor 155 to be given the proper potential,
which, in the instant embodiment, is about 105
volts. .

The positive potential which is applied to the
control grid 148 of the “9” tube by the priming
circuit reduces the negative biasing potential of
the control grid almost to its critical point, so
that, when the firing impulse is impressed on the
tubes, the bias on the control grid of the “9” tube
will be reduced to less than 12 volts negative with
respect to the potential of the cathode, and the
tube will fire. In a similar manmner, the closure
of a priming circuit to any other tube by the
depression of its related key will select that tube
to begin the sequential and automatic firing of the
tubes of the bank.

At the moment the “9” tube is fired, its anode
potential will drop momentarily due to the re-
sistors 143 and {48 in the anode potential supply
circuit and the capacitor as 189 in the cathode
potential supply circuit, causing a negative poten-
tial impulse to occur on the conductor {47, termi-
nal 146 (Fig. 2), and terminal (45 (Fig. 1). The
negative potential impulse resulting from the po-
tential drop at terminal {45 constitutes the first
generated impulse of the burst. As the capacitor,
as 109, in the cathode potential supply circuit
for the “9” tube charges, the potential of the
cathode 176 of the “9” tube will rise and, through
the conmnection (not shown) between point {717
in its supply circuit and the control grid of the
“8” tube, will cause the potential of the control
grid of the “8” tube to rise beyond its critical
value, which causes the “8” tube to fire and be-
come conducting. As the “8” tube fires, the poten-
tial of its anode will also drop momentarily and
cause a drop in the potential of the conductor 47,
which drop constitutes the second impulse of the
burst and also causes the previously conducting
“9” tube to be extinguished. The “8” tube will
cause the “7” tube to be fired automatically, and
in g similar manner the “6,” “b,” “4,° «3,” «2,”
and “1” tubes will be fired automatically in se-
quence one after another. As each tube is fired,
it will cause a momentary drop in the potential
of conductor {47, so that, when the “1” tube has
fired, the nine negative potential impulses which
are required in the first burst of impulses, when
the “9” key is depressed, will have been generated.

The bank of tubes which generates the second
burst of impulses is substantially the same as
the one just described.

Negative potential for the cathodes and con-
trol grids of the tubes of this bank is obtained
from a conductor {78, which extends from con-
ductor 1080.

The anodes of the tubes are connected over
1,000-ohm resistors, as 119, to conductor (80,
which is connected to the potential supply con-
ductor {47 for the bank of tubes which generates
the first burst of impulses. As the tubes of the
second bank are fired, they will generate negative
potential impulses which will cause the potential
of conductor {47 and terminal 145 (Fig. 1), which
is connected thereto, to vary in the same manner
as did the firing of the tubes of the bank which
generated the first burst.
also amplified and sharpened and are used to
control the output of the radio-frequency trans-
mitter to cause the second burst of signals to be
transmitted. -

Priming circuits from the potential supply con-
ductor 155 to the control grids of the tubes may
selectively be closed by the keys upon which the
second..control .number is get. .. In Fig. 2, the
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priming circuit for the “2” tube for this bank is
shown closed by the depressed “2” key to render
this tube responsive to a firing impulse impressed
on the firing impulse conductor 181 for this bank.
The firing of this tube will generate an impulse
and will cause the “1” tube to fire automatically
and generate a second impulse, thereby to pro-
duce the two impulses which are required in the
burst when the “2” key is depressed.

The firing impulse conductor 181 is not con-
nected to the firing impulse conductor 130 for
the bank which generates the first burst of im-
pulses, nor does it have the firing impulses
impressed thereon by the means which im-
presses the impulses on conductor 138. The con-
trol means which control the initiation and ter-
mination of the sending of the bursts of impulses
and which apply the firing impulses on conductors
130 and 18{ will be explained more fully here-
inafter.

Impulse amplifying and sharpening means

Asmentioned earlier herein, the impulses which
are generated by the banks of tubes are ampli-
fied and sharpened and are used to control the
modulation of the output of the radio-frequency
transmitter.

The means for amplifying and sharpening the
impulses before they are used to control the
modulating means for modifying the potential of
the control grid of the final ampiifier of the radio-
frequency transmitier to modulate the carrier
wave and cause signals to be transmitted is shown
in Fig. 1 and consists of a pair of vacuum tubes
185 and 186.

Tube {85 has a zero bias and is normally con-
ducting. The anode 187 has positive potential
applied thereto from conductor {64, which is at
a potential of 150 volts, the connection being
from the conductor, over resistor 188 of 250 ohms,
point (88, resistor 180 of 5,000 ohms, and point
{91. Point 189 is by-passed to ground over 2 sta-
bilizing capacitor of .1 microfarad. Screen grid
192 is connected over point 193 and resistor {94,

- of 250 ohms to point {40 on conductor 139, which

has a positive potential of 105 volts. A stabilizing
capacitor of .1 microfarad is connected between
point 188 and ground. The cathode {85 and the
suppressor grid 196 are directly connected to
ground, and the control grid {97 is connected
to ground over point 188 and resistor 189 of
25,600 ohms.

Point 198 in the circuit of control grid 197 is
coupled cver capacitor 200 of 10 miero-micro-
farads to point {44, to which terminal {45 is con-
nected. As explained earlier herein, the poten-
tial variation of terminal {45 as the tubes of the
two banks are fired will result in two bursts of
negative impulses which are impressed on the
control grid 197 and reduce conduction in tube
185.

Since tube 185 is normally conducting, its anode
187 will normally have a positive potential of
about 20 volts due to the drop across resistor 190,
but, as conduction is reduced in the tube by the
negative potential impulses impressed on the con-
trol grid 197, the potential of the anode (87 will
rise toward 150 volts and will provide positive
impulses which are used to control conduction in
tube 186.

Tube 186 is normally non-conducting but is
rendered conducting each time a positive poten-

~ tial impulse occurs on the anode 187 of tube {85.

75

Of the elements of tube 186, the anode 285 is
supplied with a positive potential of 240 volts’
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from: termmal 206 over conductor 207, ‘poinit 208
résistor 209 of 250 bhiis, point 218, resistor 211 of
5,000 ohms, ‘and point 212; the screen’grid 2155
connected over 'point 216 and resistor 217 of 250
ohmis to conductor 267; and ‘the cathode 2:8 and
‘the ‘Suppressor ‘grid 2!9 are dlrectly conoected
to “ground. Point 210 in the ‘ahode circuit and
point 216 in the screen grid circuit are by-passed
to ground over stabilizing capacitors of .1 micro-
farad

“Control grid- 220 of ‘tube 186 is given a negatne
hias by bemo connected to ‘a circuit which staits
At teitiinal 221, vupon tWHiéh s negat1ve potential
of 150 volts is impressed, and éortinies 6ver con-
ductor 222, point 223, and resistors 298 and 225
of 50,000 ohms to ground. The control gud 229
is conheécted to this circuit over point 226, ré-
sistor 227 of'25,000 ohims, point’ 228, and an aosust—
ablé potential tapping member 228, which cooper-
ates with resistor 225 to provide the desired nega-
tive bias for the control grid. Point 228 is by-
passed to ground over a stabilizing capamtor of .1
Imcrofarad

“Poitit 226 Thtie control’ grld cn cmt 1s electro-
statlcally coupled over a capacitor ‘239 of 10 micro-
microfarads to point 181 in the anode circuit for
tube 185, This coupling enables the positive po-
téntial: impulses whlch ‘oceur on point {9f when
conduction 1s reduced in ftube 85 to : edace the
negative bias oh the control ‘grid 6t tube 188 and
rendér that tube conducting.

“Smce tube 186 is normally non-conductmg, 1ts
240 voits, but this potential is reduced by ‘the
drop across resistor 211 each time the tube he-
comes conductmg in response to impulses im-
pressed on control grid 220, and these poten-
tial drops which occur at anode 205 ‘are used to
¢ontrol the operation of the modulatmg means
for the transmltter to cause the required num-
beérs of signal 1mpu1ses to be transmitted. The
connection to the modula,tlng means extends
over conductor 231 from point 212 in the anode
¢ircuit 4nd will be explained more fully hérein-
after.

In the above ‘manner, the negatwe 1mpulses
which are genérated by the firing of the tubes
in ‘the banks are amplified and sharpened to
prov1de the desiréd cortrdol over the oufpus of
the radlo—frequency transmitter.

C'ontrol number transmission initiating and
terminating means

When the keys have heeén 'set according to

the desired control numbers to prime their re- -

lated tubes, and when the special ‘control sigrial
has bheen sent; the sending of the first burst of
impulses may be initiated. Due to the fact that
the special control signal causes cathode heating
potential to be applied to the tubes of the re-
ceiving apparatus, it is necessary to wait tWwo
or three seconds after the sending of the special
control signal before initiating the sending of
the bursts of impulses. This interval will in-
sure that the cathodes of the tubes of the re-
ceiving apparatus will have time to be heated
sufficienfly to operate properly when the bursts
of impulses are received.

The transmission of the control numbers is
initiated by the movement of the manipulative
member 236 upwardly as shown in Fig. 1, which
closes an energizing circuit for the starting relay
231, the circuit extending from conductor 75 and
contmumg over contacts 238, which have been
closed by the manipulative member 236, con-
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ductor 239, point 240, ‘and ‘over the Win e of
the starting relay 237 and point 241 to'gr .

Contacts 232, which are closed by the marnipu-
latwe member 236, complete a circuit Wthh ex-
tends from point 233 on conductor 11, ovér con-
ductor 234 and contacts 232 to point 14 to'shunt
the contacts 12 and prevent the release of the
startlng reldy 337 as ‘long as the mampulative
fnember ‘236 is in its upper position. This Wik
prevent repeated inifistion of the sendmg of
bursts if the member is retained in moved posi-
tion until after the stop relay 244 is operated )

When the starting relay 237 is energlzed 1
éloses Contacts 138, 161, 242, and 243, Contaet
242 comipletés a holding cireuit for the relay frofn
terminal 10, which has_a positive potent1al of
135'volts, over conductor 1l normally ‘closed con-
tacts 12 of stop rela,y 244, thence over conductOr
13, normally closed ¢ontacts 245 of the Rélease
key, conductor 246, contacts 242, point 249, ‘gnd
to ground over the winding of the starting relay
This circuit Wwill maintain the starting relay en-
ergized until either the stop relay or the Release
key is operated.

‘Contacts 243 connect conductors 62 and 63'to
¢oriplete the mrcult ‘which exténds to the trans-
mitter and causes certain operating: potentlals to
be applied thereto to render the transmxtter op-
erative and enable the transniission of the two
bursts of impulses to be made.

As mentloned earher herein, contacts l38 and.

Y

parts of the apparatus to supply these parts with
opérating potential during the tranmission of the
bursts of impulses.

In addition of the circuits traced earlier here-
in, the circuit completed over contacts 161 also
causes the firing of the start tube 250 (Fig. D),
which is effective to impress a firing impulse ‘6n
conductor 130 (Fig. 2) to initiate the generation
of the first burst of inmipulses. Start tube 250 is
a gaseous electron tube of the type described
earlier herein. This tube has its cathode 251
conrected to ground over point 252 and resistor

45 253 of 20,000 ghms.
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The anode 254 has a positive potential of 150
volts applied theréto.from point 255 on conduc-
tor 164 over resistor 258 of 250 ‘ohms, points 257
and 258, and resistor 259 of 7,500 chms when=
ever the starting relay is energized to connéct
conductor {64 to the terminal 159. Point 251
in this circuit is by-passed to ground over a sta-
bilizing capacitor of .1 microfarad:

. Before. the starting relay is.energized, the con~

trol grid 269 of the start tube 260 is given a nega-
tive potential bias of 150 volts by a circuit which
extends from conductor 222, to which a negative
potential of 150 volts is applied at terminal 22{;
and continues over resistor 26{ of 300,000 ohms
and capacitor 262 of 8 microfarads in parallel,
conductor 263, point 264, and resistor 265 of
500,000 ohms. Anode 254 and the other parts
connected to conductor 164 are also given a neg-
ative potential of 150 volts before the starting
relay 237 is energized, this being due to the. con=
nection from joint 264 over resistor 266 of 200,000
ohms to point 268 in the anode circuit, which
applies negative potential to the anode 254 and
the. other parts connected thereto over conduc-
tor 164.

‘When the starting relay 231 closes contacts ISI
and applies the positive potential of 150 volts to
conductor {64 and the parts confiected thereto,
it also causes this potential to be applied over
resistor 266 to the point 264 in the circutit to
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the control grid' 260 to reduce the negative-bias
thereon and cause the ‘tube to fire and’ hecome
conducting. Resistor 266 and capamtor 262 co-
operate to delay the effect of the‘applied posi-
tive potential on the control grld 260 to allow
the voltage applied' to the various parts by the
closing of the contacts 61 to reach a steady
state before the start tube is fired. :

The potential of the control grid 280 changes
from negative to poemve after the application of
positive potential thereto and thus enables the
start tube 250 to fire and become conducting; the
firing occurring as soon as the control grid-260is
less than 12 volts negative with respec., to 1ts
related cathode 251

Resistor 283 in the cathode circuit will cause
the potential of the cathode 25! to rise sharply
when the tube becomes conducting, and this rise
is utilized as the firing impulse for theé bank
of tubes whichx generates the first burst of im-
pulses. The firing impulse is derived from point
252; Whlch is coupled ovVer capacitor 267 of .001
mlcrofarad and point 268 to terminal 269, which
is connected to terminal 278 (Fig. 2), to which
the firing impulse conductor {30 is connected.
Point 2568 (Fig. 1) is connected to ground over a
resistor 271 of 15,000 ohms. Capacitor 267 and
res1stor 271- cooperate to sharpen the firing im-
pulse, enabling the effect of the firing impulse

to be removed from the control grids of the other

‘tubes of the bank before conduction in the previ-
ously “primed” tube is effective'to cause the next
tube in thé sequence to be fired and rendered
conductmg in the normal manner, thus insuring
‘substantlally uniform inteérvals between the im-
‘pulses of the burst. After‘the generation of tlie
impulses of the first burst has been initiated,
the tubes of the bank will fire one after another
automatically until the “1” ‘tube' has fired to
generate the last impulse of the first burst.

The initiation of the generation of the second
burst of impulses is obtained by firing the “Shift”
tube (Fig. 2), which tube may be fired either
automatically or by a further operation of the
manipulative mémber 236;

As mentioned previously, the “Shift” tube is
a gaseous electron ftube of the type previously
described.  'The anode 273 of this tube has a posi-
tive potential of 150 volts applied thereto from

coridiictor 164 (Fig. 1) whenever the starting relay -

237 is energized, the connection extending from
point. 255 on.conductor 164 over resistor 256,
points 257 and 258, and terminal 276, which is
connecied to terminal 277 (Fig. 2), to which the

anode 275 is connected over a resistor 278 of 1,000

chms. The cathode 279 of this tube is given a
negative potential of about 9 volts whenever the
tube is not conducting, which potential is ob-
tained by connecting the cathode 279 at point 280
in:a circuit which extends to ground from nega-
tive poteantial supply conductor [29; over resistors
284 and 282 of 300,000 and 90,000 ohms, respec-
tively, points 283 and 288, and resistor 284 of
25,000 chms. As in the case of the other gaseous
tubes, the cathode potential w111 become positive
when the tube conducts.
. With the switch 290 (Fig. 2) in the position as
Laowp the “thft” tube is connected for auto-
,matic operation. ,Undnr these conditions, the
control grid 294 is given & normal negative bias
of =hout 5§ volfs ffom. the cathode potential sup-
ply.civcuit for the “1”. tube of the bank, which
genexates the first burst of lmpulses and is fired
automatically by the “1” tube in a manner similar
to $hat by which the tubes'of the bank are fired
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in succession. The ¢ircuit for the control: grid
291 extends from point 292 -in the'cathode poten-
tial supply circuit for the “1” tube; over resistor
283 of 500,000 ohms, switch 298; conductor: 294,
point 288, and resistors 298 @nd- 287 of 500,000
ohms and 50,000 chms; 1espect1ve1y Point 295in
this circuit is connected to'ground-over a capacitor
298 of .25 microfarad, which delays the firing ‘of
the “Shift” tube after the firing of the “1” tube‘to
cause a relatively long interval-or space to occur
between the bursts: It has been found that the
interval should be greater than 5 milliseconds'in
order to allow sufficient time for certain-opera-
tions to-take place in the receiving apparatus:

With the switch-298 inits other posifion, the
“Shift” tube is-connected to be fired'by the further
operation of the manipulative member 236 (Fig.
1), The control grid 281 of the “Shift” tube is
given a negative bias 6f 150 volts by means of a
circuit which extends from point- 301 (Fig. 1) ‘'en
conductor 222, over conductor 302, resistor 303 of
10,000 ohms, contacts 304, conductor 305, ter-
minal 308, which is connected to terminal 307
(Fig. 2), to which the control grid 291 is con-
nected over conductor 294; point 295, and re-
sistors 298 and- 297. When- the manipulative
member 236 is moved.to its lower position; it will
open contacts 304 to-disconnect the grid 291 from
the source of negative potential: and will close
contacts 308, which: connect the: grid to ground
over a resistor 309of 500,000-ohms. The removal
of the negative potential and the grounding: of
grid 221 by the operation of the manipulative
member 236 will cause the “SHift” tube to-fire:

The potential -of the cathode 279 of the “Shift”
tube will rise sharply when thattube-is fired, and
this rise is used as the firing impulse foér the other
bank of tubes, the firing impulse conductor i81for
this bhank being: coupled: over: capacitor: 3107 of
.001 microfarad to point 283 in the cathode poten-
tial supply circuit for the “Shift” tube. - Point: 311
on the firing impulse conductor {81 is connected to
ground over a resistor of 15,000 ochms.

The firing impulse on conductor (81 will fire the

¢ selectively primed’ tube’ in ‘this  bank to initiate

the generation: of ‘the 'second burst -of impulses.

‘The tubes in the bank will then be fired automati-

cally until the “1” tube has fired and has gen-
erated the last-impulse of the second burst. - The
cathode potential rise of the “1” tube as it be-
comes conducting is: utilized to fire a stop -tube
315 (Fig, 1), -which causes the termination of the
transmission by energizing the-stop. relay 244,
which opens the holding c1rou.1t for the starting
relay.

The stop tube is a gaseous electron tube of the
type described earlier herein. The. cathode 316
of this tube is directly connected to ground. The
anode 317 is given a positive potential of 150
volts from conductor 162, which has this poten-
tial applied thereto. while the impulse generating
operation is taking place, the circuit extending
to the anodeé from conductor 162, over poing 318,
winding of the stop relay 244, point 319, con-
ductor 320, and resistor 321 of 10,000 ohms.
Control grid 325 is given a normal negative bias
of ‘about 56 volts from the cathiode potential sup-
ply circuit for the “1” tube in the bank which
generates the second burst of impulses, the con-
nection being- from point 326" (Fig. 2) in" the
cathode potential supply, circuit, over terminal
321; which is connected to termma,l 328 (Fig. 1),
t0 which the control grid 325 is connected over
point 328° and resistors 330 - and 331 of 500,000

5 and 50,000 ohms, respectively. ‘Point 329 in:this



2,467,257

27

connection is connected to ground over a capaci-
tor of 100 micro-microfarads.

Until the stop tube is fired, there will be no
current in its anode circuit, and the stop relay
will not be energized, but, as soon as the tube is
fired, stop relay 244 will be energized and open
contacts 12, which break the holding circuit for
the starting relay. The starting relay 237 will
be deenergized when its holding circuit is broken
and will open contacts 138, 161, 242, and 243.
Contact 242 will open the holding circuit; con-
tacts 138 and 161 will remove the positive poten-
tials of 105 volts and 150 volts from the various
parts of the sendihg apparatus; and contacts 243
will open the circuit which causes certain operat-
ing potentials to be applied to the transmitter.
Thus, with the release of the starting relay 237,
the sending apparatus is restored to the condi-
tion in which it was prior to the sending of the
special control signal.

Radio-frequency transmitter and controls
therefor

The radio-frequency transmitter which sends
the control signal and the bursts of impulses to
the receiving apparatus is of conventional design,
and accordingly the transmitter and its power
supply are shown generally at 335 in Fig. 3.
The final stage of amplification in the transmit-
ter is biased to cut-off, so that normally the radio-
frequency carrier wave is not transmitted, but
this bias is removed when it is desired to send the
special control signal or the bursts of control-
number-representing impulses.

The transmitter and the modulating means
therefor, which are shown in Fig. 3, are normally
in a standby condition, in which the heating
potentials and grid potentials are applied to the
tubes therein. Plate potentials are applied to
the various tubes when conductors 62 and 63
(Fig. 1), which are connected, respectively, over
terminals 64 and 65 to terminals 66 and 67 (Fig,
3), are connected together, and this application
of anode potentials renders the transmitter op-

erative when the special control signal and the °

bursts of impulses are to be transmitted.
Inasmuch as the radio-frequency transmitter

and the power supply therefor may be of any con-

ventional design, they will not be described herein

in detail, and only those details which are nec- °

essary to show how the transmitter is controlled
by the special control signal generating means
and the impulse generating means will be given.

The transmitter to be used is one in which the
final stage of amplification or output stage can
be biased to cut-off by a negative potential of
350 volts applied thereto. This stage normally
has this bias applied thereto, so that normally
there will be very little or no radio-frequency
output obtained from the transmitter. When the
bias is reduced by the special control signal gen-
erating means or by the impulse generating
means, radio-frequency output will occur to
cause the desired signals to be transmitted.

The manner in which the bias is reduced to
cause different signals to be transmitted will now
be described.

A negative potential of 350 volts is obtained
from the power supply of the transmitter and is
applied to the final stage of amplification over
conductor 338, point 337, resistor 338 of 10,000
ohms, conductor 339, point 349, and conductor
341, which extends to the final stage to cause this
stage to be biased to cut-off. Point 337 in this
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circuit is by-passed to ground over a stabilizing
capacitor of 4 microfarads.

While relay 80 (Fig. 1) is energized to generate
the special control signal, contacts 82 apply
ground to conductor 84, which conductor is con-
nected over terminals 85 and 86 (Fig. 3) and re-
sistor 343 of 3,500 ohms to point 348 in the bias-
ing circuit for the final stage, and reduces the
bias sufficiently to allow the radio-frequency car-
rier wave to be transmitied to form the square-
topped, special control signal.

The modulating means, which includes the
normally conducting vacuum tube 35!, is con-
trolled by the amplified and shaped impulses of
the bursts and controls the modification of the
bias of the final stage of the transmitter to allow
the radio-frequency wave to be fransmitted for
short intervals of time corresponding to said
impulses.

Anode 352 of tube 351 has a positive potential
of 475 volts applied thereto from the power supply
of the transmitter whenever conductors 62 and 63
(Fig. 1) are connected. This potential is supplied
over conductor 353, resistor 354 of 125 ohms, point
355, resistor 356 of 6,000 ohms, and point 357.
Point 255 in this circuit is by-passed to ground
over a stabilizing capacitor of 8 microfarads. In-
asmuch as tube 351 is normally conducting, its
anode 352 will have a normal potential of about
20 volts due to the drop across resistor 356.

Screen grid 360 has a positive potential of 220
volts applied thereto from the power supply for
the transmitter over conductor 36, resistor 362,
and point 363, which point is by-passed to ground
over a stabilizing capacitor of 4 microfarads. Due
to conduction in tube 35i, the potential on the
screen grid 260 will drop to about 110 volts.

Suppressor grid 364 and cathode 385 are di-
rectly connected to ground, and control grid 366
is connected to ground over point 367 and re-
sistor 368 of 50,0600 ohms.

Control grid 366 is also coupled to conductor 231
(Fig. 1), which has the amplified and sharpened
impulses impressed thereon. Thiscoupling extends
from point 367, over capacitor 369 of 250 micro-
microfarads, terminal 370, which is connected to
terminal 37! (Fig. 1), to which conductor 231 is
connected. Each of the negative impulses on
conductor 231 will be effective to reduce con-
duction in tube 351 and cause the potential of
anode 352 to become more positive. These po-
tential changes of anode 352 are impressed as
positive impulses on the conductor 339 by means
of capacitor 312 of .01 microfarad, which couples
points 3571 and 313, and enable the bias of the
final stage to be modified to allow the transmitter
to transmit the radio-frequency wave for short
periods of time corresponding to the duration of
the impulses.

The transmitter, accordingly, can be controlled
to send out the special control signal and the
two bursts of impulses, each burst of which con-
tains the desired number of control-number-
representing impulses.

RECEIVING APPARATUS

The portable, battery-operated receiving appa-
ratus which has been chosen to illustrate the
invention is shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6. Due to the
fact that the receiving apparatus is to be portable
and battery-operated, suitable tubes and poten-
tials have been used; however, when the features
of portability and operation from batteries are
not particularly desired, other tubes and poten-
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tials may bewused in the receiving apparatus with-
out departing from the invention.

For simplicity, the batteries. which supply the
various potentials for the operation of the receiv-
ing apparatus will not. be shown, the potential
supplies being: shown merely as terminals which
can supply the desired potentials.

As explained earlier herein, the receiving ap-
paratus is: normally. in. & standby condition: and
can: be. changed {0:an operative condition upon
the receipt of a special control signal.

The receiving apparatus is placed in standby
condition by the operation of the member 315
(Plig. 4), which closes the contacts 376 and 31T,
Contact 376.completes:a. circuit from terminal 318;
which is at a positive potential of 1.4 volts, over
point: 879, contact 378, and conductor 380 to the
cathode of one of the tubes of the radio-frequency
portion of the receiving apparatus to-apply cath-
ode heating potential thereto. Contact 8717 closes
a circuit through a. potential dividing resistance
network extending between terminal 385, which
has a negative potential of 22.5 volts, and ground
and provides: conductors 386, 387, and 388 with
negative potentials of 15, 9; and 2 volts, respec-
tively. The negative potential of 9 velts on con-
ductor 387 is used to supply bias to the control
grid of the tube in the radio-frequency portion
of the receiving apparatus to which: the cathode
heating potential was supplied over contact 376.
The application of these potentials by contacts
376 and- 377 renders this tube operable to detect
the special control signal: which causes the: re-~
ceiving apparatus to be placed in operative con-
dition; in which condition it can respond to the
bursts. of control-number-representing impulses.

Radio-frequency operable means

The radio-frequency portion of the receiving
apparatus is shown as a simple form of radio re-
ceiver containing tubes 292 and 381 (Fig. 4),
which are 114 type tubes. Tube 390, which may
be congidered as the first stage, is the tube that
was made operable by the operation of member
375 to place the receiving apparatus in standby
condition.

OFf the various elements of tube 398; anode 39%
has a positive potential of 135 volts applied
thersto from terminal 896 over a circuit which

inciudes the winding of relay 397; screen grid 398

is given a similar potential from point 399 in this
circuit; suppressor grid 488 and cathode 401 are:
grounded; and control grid 482 is supplied with:
a negative potential of 9.volts from conductor 38T
over normally closed contacts 403, conductor 404
resistor 485, and point 408. This potential biases
the tube to cut-off, but the potential of this grid
can be modified by the received signal, so that
tube 380 operates as a detector when the receiv-.
ing apparatus is in standby condition.

When the special control signal is received, it
will be of sufficient duration to cause the sensitive
relay 387 in the anode circuit for tube 390 to be
energized and close its contacts 497 to complete:
a circuit te:relay 488, which operates and changes:
the receiving apparatus from standby condition
to operative condition.

The circuit closed by contacts 407 extends from:
peint 378, over conductor 441, over contacts 407,
conductor- £12, terminal 413, which is connected
to terminal 414 (Fig. 6), thence over point 4185,

conductor  £46, normally closed contacts &IT of’

the restoring relay 4t8, terminal 419, which is
connected to terminal 420 (Fig, 1), and to.ground
aver the: winding of relay 408. In addition to
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causing the relay 408 to eperate, this circuit will
apply heating potential: to the eathodes of the
various tubes of the receiving:apparatus.

Relay 408 will' close contacts 425, which con-
nect conductors &4t{ and 412 to shunt out con-
tacts 407 and provide a holding circuit for the
relay 408 after relay 897 has been deenergized:
The holding: circuit will maintain relay 408 en-
ergized and: will maintain the cathode heating
potential applied to- the tubes until the restor-
ing relay 448 is operated by the timing means to
restore the receiving apparatus to standby con-
dition- at a predetermined time after it was ren-
dered operative.

Contact 426, when closed by relay 408, con-
nects terminal 396, which is at a positive po-
tential of 135 volts, to conductor 427. Conduc-
tor 427 provides anode potential and other op-
erating potentials for the tubes to render them
operable; and also applies positive potential to
delay circuits to start their operation. The op-
eration of the tubes and the delay circuits will
be explained more fully hereinafter.

When relay 408 is energized, it will open con-
tact 403 and will close contact 428. This will
disconnect the control grid 462 from conductor
387, which is at a negative potential of 9 volts;
and connect the control grid to conductor 388,
which is at a negative potential of 2 volts. This
shift in the potential on the control grid 492 will
change the operation of tube 390 from that of
detecticn when the receiving apparatus is in
standby condition to-that of class A, tuned radio-
frequency amplification when the receiving ap-
paratus isin operative condition.

Tube 381, which can be considered as the sec-
ond stage of the radio-frequency portion, is in-
operative: when the receiving apparatus is in
standby condition. When relay 488 operates to
apply operating potentials to the tubes, it ap-
plies cathode heating potential over conductor:
642 and anode and screen grid potential over
conductor 421, thus rendering the tube operative.

Of the elements of tubes 38§, anode 438 will
be supplied with a positive potential of 135 volts
from conductor 42T over resistor 431 of 100,000°
ohms, and screen grid 432 will be supplied with
a similar potential from point 433 on conductor
477; suppressor grid 434 and cathode 435 will be
directly connected to ground; and control grid
436 will be given a negative potential of 9 volts
from conductor 387, This potential on control
grid 436 will bias tube 39§ to cut-off; however,
control grid 436 is also inductively coupled to the
output of tube 398, and the voltage on the grid:
will be modified by the output of tube 290 to en-
able- tube 39¢ to operate as a detector.

Since the tube 291 is biased to cut-off; its anode
&38 will normally be at 150 volts, but, as the bursts:
of impulses are received and conduction occurs:
in the tube, the potential of the anode 438 will
drop and' provide a series of negative potential
impulses at point 437 in the anode eircuit.

" These impulses from the detector tube 284 are
to- be used- to operate the differentially operable
means- and should be of constant amplitude and
shape. Due to variations in the strength of the -
received signals, the amplitude of the output im-
pulses from tube 39¢ will vary, and this makes:
it desirable to amplify and shape the output im~
pulses before they are applied to the differentially
operable means.

Impulse amplifying and shaping means
‘The means:for amplifying and shaping the:outs
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put impulse consists of tubes 440 and 441 (Fig. 4),
which are 1S4 type tubes.

Tube 440 is normally conducting when the re-
ceiving apparatus is in operative condition. The
anode 442 is connected over point 443 and re-
sistor 444 of 20,000 chms to point 445 on the po-
tential supplying conductor 427. Screen grid
446 is given a positive potential from conductor
441, which is connected to terminal 448, which
supplies a positive potential of 45 volts. Suppres-
sor grid 849 and cathode 450 are directly con-
nected to ground, and control grid 45! is con-
nected to ground over point 452 and resistor 453
of 10,000 ohms.

Control grid 451 is also coupled over a capacitor
454 of 25 micro-microfarads to point 437 in the
anode circuit of tube 391 to enable the negative
potential output impulses to reduce conduection in
tube 248, Since tube 440 is operating with zero
bias, its transconductance is very high and it is
sensitive to negative impulses. The negative im-
pulses will reduce conduction in tube 440 and
cause the anode potential to rise sharply and
provide amplified positive impulses which are
used to control conduction in tube 441.

Tube 441 is adjusted to operate as a class C
amplifier. Anode 457 is given a positive poten-
tial of 135 volts from point 458 on conductor 4217,
over conductor 459, resistor 460 of 20,000 chms,
and point 46i. Screen grid 462 is given a posi-
tive potential of 45 volts from conductor #4471,
Suppressor grid 463 and cathode 464 are directly
connected to ground. Control grid 465 is given a
negative potential of 15 volts over conductor 386,
point 466, resistor 467 of 10,000 ohms, and point
468.
stabilizing capacitor of .1 microfarad.

Point 468 in the circuit to control grid 465 is
coupled over capacitor 469 of 25 micro-micro-
farads to point 443 in the anode circuit for tube
449, which enables the positive potential impulses
formed by the operation of tube 440 to control
the operation of tube 441. Each impulse will
cause tube 441 to become conducting and, due to
resistor 460 in its anode circuit, cause the poten-
tial of its anode 457 to drop to provide a negative
impulse.

Point 461 in the anode circuit for tube 441 is
coupled over point 470 and capacitor 471 of 10
micro~-microfarads to point 472 in the circuit to
the control grid 451 of tube 448 to couple the
negative impulse output of tube 441 to the control
grid 451 of tube 440 to insure a complete opera-
tion of this pair of tubes each time an impulse is
impressed thereon from detector tube 391.

The time constants in the circuits associated
with tubes 446 and 441 are small, which means
that the recovery time is short, and complete ex-
cursions of operation of these tubes occur in time
intervals small by comparison with those which
occur between the impulses of a burst. The out-
put from these tubes, therefore, consists of two
bursts of sharp negative potential impulses hav-
ing sufficient and uniform amplitude to cause
the proper operation of the differentially oper-
able means to set up direct representations of
control numbers corresponding to the impulses
of the bursts. The impulses derived from these
tubes are also used to control the operation of
the means which restores the differentially op-
erable means to its zero or starting condition.

Differentially operable means

As explained earlier herein, the differentially
operable means which is used to set up a repre-
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sentation of a control number corresponding to
the number of impulses in g burst is an electronic
counting ring. In the course of the normal op-
eration of the control apparatus, the ring will
be differentially operated twice, once for each
of the bursts, to provide representations of the
two control numbers,

The ring shown in Pig. 5 is made up of twelve
tubes to provide the required capacity, and, be-
cause the receiving apparatus is to be portable
and battery-operated, 1S5 type battery-operated
tubes are used. The tubes of the ring are con-
nected to form six trigger pairs and are also con-
nected in a priming network which, together with
the trigger connections, is effective to render the
pairs responsive to change their mode of opera-
tion, one pair at a time, in response to negative
potential impulses which are applied to all the
tubes of the ring and which correspond to the
impulses of the bursts.

It is to be understood that, when the features
of portability and battery operation are not de-
sired, other types of electronic counting rings us-
ing other types of tubes may be used to set up
representations of the control numbers.

The 185 tubes have the characteristics of sharp
cut-off, low D. C. plate resistance when the grid
is at zero potential, and low inter-electrode ca-
pacitance, and enable a stable, high-speed ring
to be produced. When this type of tube is used,
the plate of the diode portion of the tube is
directly connected to the control grid of the pen-
tode portion of the tube.

The tubes of the ring are inoperative when the
receiving apparatus is in standby condition and
are made operative when relay 408 is energized
to change the receiving apparatus to operative
condition.

‘When relay 488 is energized and connects con-
ductor 427 to terminal 396, anode potential is
supplied to the ring from conductor 427 (Fig. 4)
over point 480, variable resistor 481, points 482
and 483, conductor 484, point 485, conductor 486,
terminal 487, which is connected to terminal 488
(Fig. 5), to which is connected the potential sup-
ply conductor 489 for the anodes of the ring. The
variable resistor 481 is so adjusted that, when the
receiving apparatus is in operative condition, the
anodes will be given a positive potential of about
125 volts. The anode of each tube is connected
to the potential supply conductor 489 over a re-
sistor of 50,000 ohms, the connection for the
anode 490 of the “1” tube being representative
and extending from point 491 on the supply con-
ductor 489 over the resistor 492 and point 493 to
the anode.

The screen grids of the “1,” “2,” “3,” “4,” “5,”
and “6” tubes are supplied with a positive poten-
tial of 67.5 volts from terminal 495 over condue-
tor 496, to which they are directly connected.

The screen grids of the “7,” “8,” «9,” «10,”
“11,” and “12” tubes are also supplied with a
positive potential of 67.5 volts. The circuit for
these tubes is different from the one given above
and starts from terminal 497 (Fig. 4), which is
at a positive potential of 67.5 volts, and continues
over point 498, conductor 499, normally closed
contacts 580 of reset relay 501, point 502, termi-
nal 503, which is connected to terminal 504 (Fig.
5), to which the screen grids are connected over
conductor 505. When contacts 500 are opened
by the relay 501, the potential is removed from
the screen grids of these tubes, causing them to
be rendered non-conducting, which, through the
trigger connections between the tubes, causes the
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“1,” “2’75 “3,” “4’» 115’» and “6.” tubes to become
conducting to place the ring in its zero or start-
ing position.

The suppressor grids and cathodes of the tubes
are connected directly to ground. The cathodes
of the tubes are directly heated and have cathode
heating potential of 1.4 volts applied thereto from
conductor 412 (Fig. 4), to which this potential
is applied when the receiving apparatus is placed
in operative condition, the connection being from
conductor 412 over terminal 413, which is con-

10

nected to terminal 8i1 (Fig. 5), to which the

cathodes are connected over conductor 512.

The control grids of the tubes are connected
to a negative biasing potential source, to an op-
erating impulse conductor, and to the anodes
of other tubes by frigger connections and by
priming network connections.

The connections from the control grids of the
several tubes to the negative potential source are
similar and will be clear from the connection for
the control grid 514 of the “1” tube, which is con-
nected over point 515 and resistor 516 of 1 meg-
chm to point 547 on the negative potential sup-
ply conductor 5{8 extending from terminal 519,
which is supplied with a negative potential of
135 voits. These connections supply the control
grids with negative biasing potential.

The connections from the control grids of the
several tubes to the operating impulse conduc-
tor 528 for the ring are also similar and will also
he clsar from the connection for the control grid
318 of the “1” tube. Grid §i4 is electrostat-
ically coupled, over point 5{8 and capacitor 521
of 10 micro-microfarads, to point 522 on the op-
erating impulse conductor 528#. The operating
impulse conductor 528 for the ring is connected
to terminal 523, which is connected to terminal
524 (Fig. 4), which is supplied with an amplified
and shaped negative impulse from tube 441, over
points 481 and 474, capacitor 525 of 1,250 micro-
microfarads, point 528, and conductor 527, each
time an impulse of a burst is received. These
connections of the control grids to the operating
impulse conductor %28 enable each of the im-
pulses of a burst to be impressed on all the tubes
c¢f the ring and cause the pairs to operate and
change their mode of operation selectively one

after amother to provide a representation of a .

conircl number corresponding to the number of
impulses in the burst.

As mentioned earlier herein, the tubes of the
ring are connected to form trigger pairs. In each
trigger pair, the control grid of each tube of the
pair iz connected te the anode of the other tube of
the pair, so that, at any instant when the receiv-
ing apparatus is in operative condition, one of
the tubes is conducting and the other is non-
conducting. The connections by which the “1”
and “7” tubes are operatively coupled to form a
trigger pair gre representative of the connections
between the tubes of the several pairs and are
as fcllows-—irom control grid 514 of the “1” tube,
one portion of the trigger counection extends
over point §15, conductor 838, points 531 and 532,
resistor 833 of 870,000 ohms, and capacitor 534
of 25 micro-microfarads in paraliel, and thence
over point 535, conductor 538, and point 531, to
which the anode §38 of the “7” tube is connected.
‘Tae other portion of the irigger connection be-
tween these tubes extends from control grid 539
of the “7” tube over a resistor 548 of 870,000 ohms
and capacitor 854! of 25 micro-microfarads in
parallel to the anode 498 of the “1” tube. These
connections between the anodes and control grids

30

35

40

a0

65

70

75

34

of the “1” and “7” tubes enable the potential
variations of the anodes, as the tubes become
conducting and non-conducting, to be impressed
on the control grids to control the operation of
the tubes as a trigger pair in which one or the
cther of the tubes, but not both of the tubes, of
the pair will be conducting at the same time.
Similar connections connect the “2” and “8,”
the “3” and “9,” the “4” and “10,” the “5” and
“11,” and the “6” and “12” tubes to form trigger
pairs.

The control grids are also provided with prim-
ing connections which extend from the control
grids of the tubes of a trigger pair over suitable
resisiors to the anodes of the tubes of another
trigger pair. The priming connection for the
control grid 5!4 of the “1” tube extends from
point 522, over resistor 542 of 2.5 megohms, and
conductor 543 to point %24, to which the anode
%45 of the “8” tube is connected. Similar prim-
ing conditions extend between anode 489 of the
“1” tube and the conftrol grid 546 of the “8” tube;
between the anode $38 of the “7” tube and the
control grid 547 of the “2” tube; between the
anode 548 of the “2” tube and the conirel grid
549 of the “9” tube; between the ancde 559 of
the “8” tube; and the control grid §5{ of the “3”
tube; between the anode 552 of the “3” tube and
the control grid 583 of the “10” tube; hetween the
anode 554 of the “9” tube and the control grid
555 of the “4” tube; between the anode 558 of the
“4” tubhe and the control grid 551 of the “11”
tube; between the anode 538 of the “10” tube
and the control grid 538 of the “5” tube; between
the anode 568 of the “5” tube and the control grid
561 of the “12” fube; between the ancde 562 of
the “11” tube and the conftrol grid 563 of the
“6” tube; and between the anode 584 of the
“12” tube and the control grid 539 of the “7”
tube .

In order to cause the trigger pairs of the ring
to be operated in step-by-step manner and fo
prevent all the trigger pairs from responding to
each impulse, the control grids of the tubes of
the trigger pairs are given potentials which will
prevent the trigger pairs from responding to the
impulses. These potentials, however, can be
modified to prime a pair so that it will respond
to an impulse and change its mode of operation.

The trigger connections and priming connec-
tions are so arranged that, when any six con-
secutive tubes of the ring are conducting, only
one of these conducting tubes will have its con-
trol grid connected to the anode of another con-
ducting tube, and only the non-conducting tube
paired with said one conducting tube will have its
control grid connected to the anode of another
non-conducting tube. Said one conducting tube
and the non-conducting tube paired therewith
+will have the potentials of their control grids
modified by the connections to the anodes of
other tubes, so that the potential of the control
grid of the conducting tube will be less posi-
tive than that of the other conducting tubes, and
the potential of the control grid of the non-con-
ducting tube will be less negative than that of
the cther non-conducing tubes, and this pair of
tubes can respond to an impulse impressed on
the ring and change ifts mode of operation. As
this pair changes its mode of operation, it will
cause another pair to be primed te respond to
the next Impulse impressed on the ring.

Referring to Fig. 5, which shows the ring in
starting condition with tubes “1” through “6,”
shown shaded, in conducting condition, the “1”
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tube has its. control grid 544 connected to.the
anode 545 of the “6” tube, and the “7” tube has
jts control grid 539 connected to the anode $£4
of the “12” tube, and this pair is primed. When
the first negative potential operating impulse is
impressed on conductor 5208, the “1” tube will be
rendered non-conducting and will be effective
through the trigger connections to render the “7”
tube conducting. After the “1” and “7” tubes
have changed their mode of operation, the “2,”

10

“3,7 «4 7“5 “G” and ‘“7” tubes will be conduct- -

ing and the “2” and “8” tubes will be primed
to be operated by the next impulse impressed on
conductor 520.

This operation of successively priming the trig-
ger pairs as other trigger pairs change their mode
of operation enables the trigger pairs of the ring
to change their mode of operation one after an-
other in endless step-by-step sequence in response
to impressed impulses. After a burst containing
any number of impulses has been impressed on
the ring, the group of tubes which is conducting
will represent the control number corresponding
to the number of impulses in the burst. The con-
ducting and non-conducting condition of the
tubes which enables the ring to provide a repre-
sentation of a conirol number is also used to con-
trol the presettable means in a manner to be de-
scribed hereinafter.

Resetting means

To enable the differentially operable means to
be operated twice to count the number of im-
pulses in each of the two bursts, resetting means
are provided to restoré the differentially oper-
able means to its zero or starting condition after
the differentially operable means has been oper-
ated by the first burst and has controiled the pre-
settable means according to the first control num-
ber, but before the second control number is re-
ceived.

The resetting means includes two pairs of 185
type tubes, one pair of which includes tubes 578
and 571, which cause the energization of the re-

set relay 501 to open contacts 500 and remove .

screen grid potential from the “77, “8,” “9,” “10,”
“11,” and “12” tubes to render these tubes non-
conducting and thus restore the ring to its start-
ing condition; and the other pair of which in-
cludes tubes 572 and 513, which are operated by
the received impulses and cause the operation of
the first pair to occur at the proper time after
the pair is no longer affected by impulses.
Tubes 572 and 573 are connected to form an
unbalanced trigger pair in which tube 512 is nor-
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mally conducting when the receiving apparatus

is in operative condition and tube 573 is normally
non-conducting.

Anode 574 of tube 8§72 is supplied with a po-
tential of about 125 volfs from point 485 on
- conductor 484, over resistor 575 of 50,000 ohms
and point 576.

Screen grid 577 is supplied with a potential of
67.5 volts from terminal 487, over point 498 and
conductor 578,

Suppressor grid 579 and cathode 980 are con-
nected directly to ground, and the cathode is sup-
plied with heating potential of 1.4 volts from con-
ductor 412 when the receiving apparatus is in
operative condition.

_ Control grid 581 is connected to ground over
points 582 and 583 and resistor 584 of 2.5 meg-
ohms. Point 582 is connected over capacitor
585 of 10 micro-microfarads to point 525 in the
output circuit from the amplifying and shaping
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means to enable the impulses which are received
to be impressed on the tube 572, Point 583 is
connected over resistor 586 of 100,000 chms and
capacitor 587 of 1,000 micro-microfarads to point
588 in the anode potential supply circuit for tube
573 to enable the potential of the ancde 589 of
tube 573 to control conduction in tube 572.

Anode 589 of tube 578 is supplied with a posi-
tive potential of about 125 volts from point 483
over resistor 598 of 50,000 ochms and point 583.

Screen grid 585 is supplied with a positive po-
tential of 67.5 volts from conductor 578.

Suppressor grid 596 and cathode 597 are di-
rectly connected to ground, and the cathode is
also supplied with heating potential of 1.4 volts
from conductor 412,

Control grid 598 is given a negative bias to cut-
off conduction in the tube by being connected
over points 599 and 898 and resistor §31 of 200,000
ohms to point 62 on conductor 883, which is con~
nected to terminal 664 having a negative poten-
tial of 45 volts.

Point 599 is connected over point 6985, resistor
806 or 500,000 ohms, and capacitor 697 of 25
micro-microfarads in parallel, points 588 and
608, and conductor 618 to point 378 in the cir-
cuit to the anode 514 of tube 572 to enable the
potential of the anode 583 of tube 573 to control
conduction in tube 572.

When the negative potential impulse is im-
pressed on control grid 531 over capacitor 585
from point 526, it will cause tube 572 to become
non-conducting and cause the potential of an-
ode B74 to become more positive. The change
in the potential of anode 514 will be effective to
reduce the bias of control grid $388 of tube 513,
which renders this tube conducting. Conduc-
tion in tube 573 will cause the potential of an-
ode 588 to drop, and this drop is impressed, as
a negative poctential, through the large capacitor
587, on the control grid 581 of tube 572. The
circuit from the anode 589 through capacitor 587
to the control grid 58! will maintain tube 572
cut off as long as impulses of the burst are im-
pressed on the grid 5712, When impulses are
no longer impressed on grid 584, the charge on
capacitor 587 will be dissipated after a prede-
termined time and the grid can return to its
normal potential and allow tube 572 to become
conducting. Conduction in tube 572 will cause
the control grid 5§98 of tube 573 to be restored
to its negative potential to cause conduction to
cease in tube 573.

When tube 572 becomes conductive after the
charge on capacitor 578 has been dissipated, the
potential of its anode will drop and provide a
negative potential impuilse to cause an opera-
tion of the reset pair of tubes to cause the ring
to be restored to starting condition in order that
the impulses of another burst may be counted.

In the reset pair, tube 870 is normally conduct-
ing when the receiving apparatus is in operating
condition and, due to the trigger connections, tube
571 is non-conducting. Whenever tupe 570 is
rendered non-conducting, it will be effective,
through the trigger connection, to render tube 511
conducting to cause the ring to be reset.

When the receiving apparatus is in operative
condition, anode 815 of tube 570 has a positive
potential of about 125 volts applied thereto from
point 482, over point 616, resistor 6T of 50,000
ohms, and point 618.

Screen grid 619 is given a positive potential of
67.5 volts from point 498.

Suppressor grid 620 and cathode 621 are directly
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connected to ground, and the cathode is supplied
with heating potential of 1.4 volts from con-
ductor 412,

Control grid 622 is given a potential which
allows tube 518 to be conducting when the re-
ceiving apparatus is fully in operating condi-
tion. Grid 622 is connected over point 623 and
resistor 6§24 of 200,000 ohms to point 625 in a delay
network and is connected over points 823 and §2%,
resistor 627 of 500,000 chms and capacitor 528
of 25 micro-microfarads in parallel, and over
point 629 and conductor 630 to point 831 in the
potential supply circuit for anocde &32Z of tube
571 to enable the conducting and non-conducting
condition of tube 81{ to affect the conduction in
tube 570. Point 628 is coupled over capacitor 535
of 10 micro-microfarads and conductor 636 to
point 609, to which anode 574 of tube 512 is con-
nected, and enables the drop in the potential of

anode 574, when tube 572 becomes conducting, to o

be used to cause an operation of the reset pair.

Anode 632 of tube 571 is given a positive poten-
tial of about 125 volts, when the receiving ap-
paratus is in conducting condition, by a eircuit
from point 616 over conductor $27, winding of
reset relay 581, conductor 538, point 5§39, resistor
640 of 50,000 ohms, and point §3L. Point 39 is
by-passed to ground over a stabilizing capacitor
of .02 microfarad.

Screen grid 641 is given a positive potential of
67.5 volts from point 522 in the circuit which ex-
tends over contacts 588, which potential will be
removed from the screen grid each time con-
tacts 588 are opened in a resetting onaration.

Suppressor grid 642 and cathode £42 are directly
connected to ground, and the eathode is supplied
with heating potential of 1.4 volts from conductor
412,

Control grid 644 is normally at g potential
which biases tube 571 to cut-off. Grid 844 is con-
nected over point 845 and resistor 858 of 200,000
ohms to conductor §83, which extends to terminal
604, which is at a negative potential of 45 voits.
Point 645 is also connected over point §48, resistor
647 of 500,000 chms, and capecitor £43 of 25
micro-microfarads in parallel and point 843 to
point 818 in the circuit to the anode §15 of tube
570.

When tube 571 is non-conducting, there will be

no current in its anode circuit and relay 50! will ;

hot be energized; however, when tube B7{ is
rendered conducting by tube 573, the current in
the ancde circuit will cause relay %81 to be ener-
gized to open contacts §88 and remove the screen
grid potential from the “7,” “8,” “9,” “10,” “11,”
and “12” tubes of the ring to place the ring in its
starting condition.

Contacts 580 also remove the potential from
sereen grid 641 of tube §71, which causes this tube
to become non-conducting and, through the
trigger circuits, causes tube 579 to become con-
ducting again.

Control grid 622 of tube 578 is further controlied
from the delay circuit to which it is connected,
so that, when the receiving apparstus is changed
from standby condition to operative condition,
tube 578 will not becomne conducting immedintely
but will become conducting after a suitabie delay.
While the receiving apparatus iz in standby corni-

dition, control grid 622 is given a negative potsn-~ -

tial of 135 volis by a circuit which starts at
terminal §52, which is at this potential, and con-
tinues over conductor &83 and resistor 684 of
650,000 ohms to point 625. This will cause the
grid 622 to be given a negative potential of 135
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volts, which will bias the tube considerably past
cut-off. :

As soon as relay 408 operates in response to the
special confrol signal and applies a positive
potential of 135 volts to conductor 427, this poten-
tial is applied from conductor 427 to point 625
over resistor 835 of 10 megohms and tends fo
render the potential of point 623 less negative.
Point 825 is coupled to ground over a suitable
capacitor, which delays the effect of the applied
positive potential on the point §25. The length
of delay can be regulated by the size of the
capacitor and resistor §55 to insure that the tubes
are in operative condition before tube 570 is
rendered conducting.

During this delay period, tube 818 will not be
conducting and, through trigger connections, will
cause control grid 648 to be of a potential which
will allow tube 57! to conduct. As soon as tube
§71 is properly heated and is in operative con-
dition, it will begin to conduct and will energize
relay 581, which removes potential from the screen
grid %41, to cause tube 571 to become non-con-
ducting and allow relay 531 to be deenergized and
reapply potential to the screen grid to render the
tube conducting again. Tube 571, therefore, will
conduct periodically while tube 578 is held against
conduction and will cause relay 581 to open con-
tacts 580 periodically to insure that the various
trigger pairs of the ring will be placed in starting
condition as soon as the tubes of the pairs be-
come completely operative. When point 625 has
reached ifs normal operating potential, which
allows tube 570 to become conducting, this tube
will be rendered conducting by the next non-con-
ducting condition of tube 57!, gand the pair will
be stabilized with tube 57¢ conducting the tube
57f non-conducting.

The resetting means, therefore, sets the dif-
ferentially operable means in starting condition
when the receiving apparatus is rendered opera-
tive, and also reseis the differentially operable
means to starting condition at a suitable time
after each operation thereof, which enables the
differentially operable means to be set differen-
tially according to the impulses of the two bursts.

Presettable means

In order that the receiving apparatus can cause
the required control to take place, or, as in the
instant embodiment, indicate when any two se-
lected control numbers have been received, pre-

cttable means are provided to be controlled by

the differentially operable means according to
the differential operation thereof and to provide
an indication if the selected control members
have been received.

It will be recalled that at any stage of opera-
tion of the differentially operable means, six
tuhes will be conducting and six tubes will -be
non-conducting and that, as shown in the charf
given earlier herein, the beginning and ending
tubes of the group of conducting or non-conduct-
ing tubes will be different at each stage of the
operation. It will also be recalled that the poten-
tial of the anodes of the conducting tubes is less
nositive than the potential of the anodes of the
non-conducting tubes and that the potential of
the control grids of the conducting tubes is more
positive than the potential of the confrol grids
of the non-conducting tubes. Any of these con-
ditions may be used to enable the differentially
operable means to control the presetiable means.

In the instant embodiment, the presettable
means is arranged to operate if the potential of
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the control grids of the two tubes that will be
conducting only when the desired control num-
ber is received is that of conducting tubes.

Since the control apparatus is arranged for
control by any two selected control numbers,
the presettable means will consist of two parts.

The first part of the presettable means (Fig. 6)
includes a vacuum tube 668 of the 1R5 type and
a relay 661 operated by the tube whenever the
tube is rendered. conducting by the differentially
operable means when the differentially operable
means has been set according to the first se-
lected control number. Tube 6§58 is rendered
operable when the receiving apparatus is placed
in operative condition and will operate if the
proper control number is received.

Anode 662 of tube 660 is given a positive poten-
tial of about 125 volts when the receiving appara-
tus is in operative condition, the circuit extend-
ing over conductor 683, point 664, resistor 6%5
of 25,000 ohms, winding of relay 66{, point 368,
conductor §617, point 668, and terminal 688, which
is connected to terminal 4871 (Fig. 4).

Screen grid 670 is given a positive potential of
67.5 volts from terminal 671 over conductor §12,
point 613, conductor 674, and point §75.

Suppressor grid 679 and cathode 680 are con-
nected directly to ground, and the cathode is
supplied with heating potential of 1.4 volts from

conductor 412 (Fig. 4) over terminal 813, ter- :

minal 414 (Fig. ), point 4i5, and conductor 681.

Control grids 682 and 683 are supplied with
potential from the confrol grids of the tubes of
the ring which will be conducting when the con-
trol number for which this part of the presetta-
ble means is set has been received. In the ex-
ample given earlier herein, the receiving ap-
paratus is preset to respond if control numbers
“9” and “2” are received in that order; therefore,
control grids 682 and 683 are respectively con-
nected to control grids 553 and 551 of the “10”
and the “3” tubes of the ring, which tubes will
be conducting at the same time only after the
ring has been operated by nine impulses to rep-
resent the control number “9.”

The connection from control grid 682 to the
control grid of the “10” tube extends over re-
sistor 684 of 2.2 megohms, terminal 685, which is
connected to terminal 6§88 (Fig. 5), to which the
control grid 593 of the “10” tube is connected by
the connector 681.

The connection from control grid 683 to the
control grid of the “3” tube extends over re-
sistor 688 of 2.2 megohms, ferminal $89, which
is connected to terminal 690 (Fig. 5), to which
the control grid 551 of the “3” tube is connected
by connector 681.

When either the “3” tube or the “10” tube is
non-conducting, its control grid will be at a nega-~
tive potential and the control grid of tube 660,
which is connected thereto, will be given a nega-
tive potential which will prevent conduction from
occurring in tube 660. However, when both the
“3” tube and the “10” tube are conducting at the
same time, both control grids of tube 680 will
be at a positive potential and tube 660 will be
conductive.

Conduction in tube 660 will cause relay 66{ to
be energized to close contacts 695, 696, and 897.
Contacts 695 will close a holding circuit for relay
661 from point 664 over closed contacts §85, con-
ductor 698, point 699, and to ground over a re-
lease key, which circuit also shunts out tube 650
to prevent its further operation as long as relay
§61 remains energized. Contacts 696 render the
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second part of the presettable means operable
by supplying the screen grid 700 of tube 101, which
is included in the second part, with a positive
potential of 67.5 volts. Contacts 697 complete
a circuit which starts from terminal 782, upon
which is impressed a positive potential of 3 volts,
and continues over conductor 703, contzcts 697,
conductor 184, and the filament of signal lamp
185 to ground.

When the first of the preselected control num-
hers is reesived, therefore, it will cause the sec-
ond part of the presettable means to be rendered
operable, will render tube 680 inoperable, and
will cause the signal lamp 795 to be lighted.

The second part of the presettable means is
similar to the first part but is inoperative until
the first of the selected control numbers has bzen
received.

Anode T18 of tube T3l is also given a positive
potential of about 125 volts from point §68 over
the winding of relay 7Ti4, resistor 712 of 25,000
ohms, point 713, and conductor 74,

Screen grid 700 is given a positive potential
of 67.5 volts from terminal 67f, over conductor
§72, point 873, contacts 686, conductor 715, re-
sistor 718, of 1,000 ohms, point 7(7, and con-
ductor Ti8. Point 717 is by-passed to ground
over a stabilizing capacitor of .1 microfarad.

Suppressor grid 718 and cathode 728 are con-
nected directly to ground, and the cathode is
supplied with heating potential from conducter
681.

Control grids 723 and 724 are supplied with
their potential from the control grids of the “8”
and “3” tubes, which will be conducting at the
same time only when “2” or the second szlected
control number has been received. The con-
nections from control grids 723 and 7228 are
similar to those for the control grids of the first
part, extending, respectively, over resistors 725
and 726 of 2.2 megohms, terminals 727 and 128,
which are connected to terminals 729 and 738
(Fig. 5), to which control grids 586 and 55{ of
the “8” and “3” tubkes are connected by con-

» nectors 731 and 732,

When the second part of the presetting means
has been rendered operative by the first part and
the ring is operated so that the “3” and “8” tubes
are both conducting, then the tube 78§ wiil be~
come conductive and energize relay 711, which
closes contacis 135 and 736.

Contacts 3% will close a holding circuit for re-
lay T{4 from point 7i3 over contacts 135 to point
658, which circuit also shunts out tube 791. Con-
tacts 735 compiete a circuit from conductor 763,
over contacts 1386, conductor 737, and filament of
signal lamp 738 to ground to cause the lamp to
be lighted to indicate that both of the selected
control numbers have been received.

It is obvious that, instead of causing the lamp
788 to be lighted, contacts 736 could close a mo-~
tor circuit or some control circuit for controlling
the gperation of some other mechanism.

if either or hoth of the control numbers which
are received are not the ones for which the ap-
paratus is preset, then the signal lamp will not
be operated to provide an indication.

The changing of the presetting of the parts of
the pretettable means can be made very readily
merely by changing the connection of the con-
nectors 887, 681, 73{, and 732 to the control grids
of tubes in the ring which correspond to the new
control numbers.

After a period of time in which bhoth control
numbers could have been received, the receiy-



2,467,257

41
ing apparatus is restored to standby condition by
the operation of the timing means.

Timing means

The timing means which restores the receiving
apparatus to standby condition is shown in Fig. §
and includes tube 748, which controls the ener-
gization of restoring relay 418.

Anode 741 of tube 740 is given a positive poten-
tial of about 125 volts whenever the receiving ap-
paratus is in operative condition by a circuit
which extends over conductor 142, and the wind-
ing of restoring relay 418, to conductor 6871.

Screen grid 743 is supplied with positive poten-
tial of 67.5 volts from point §75.

Suppressor grid 744 and cathode 745 are di-
rectly connected to ground, and the cathode is
supplied with heating potential of 1.4 volts from
conductor 412 (Fig. 4) over terminal 413 (Fig.
4), terminal 414 (Fig. 6), point 415, and conductor
681. .

Control grid 748 is supplied with a negative
potential of 135 volts from terminal §52 (Fig. 4)
over conductor €53, resistor 747 of 10 megohms,
point 748, and terminal 749, which is connected
to terminal 189 (Fig. 6), to which the control grid
746 is connected over point 751. Point 151 is
connected to ground over a capacitor 752 of 4
microfarads.

When the receiving apparatus is changed to
an operative conditicn from a standpy condition,
a positive potential is applied to point 748 from
conductor 427 over a resistor 783 of 10 megohms.
This positive potential will tend to overcome the
negative bias on grid 146 and render tube 148 con-
ducting, but the capacitor 752 will delay the ef-
fect of this applied positive potential to allow
sufficient time for the receiving apparatus to re-
ceive the two control numbers in the normal
course of opreration and to exert the reguired
control if preset according to these control num-
bers, before the bias on grid 748 is reduced suffi-
ciently to allow tube 748 to become conducting.
The interval of time between the application of
positive potential and the act of conduction oc-
curring in tube 748 can be controlled by varying
the capacitance of capacitor 752.

Upon conduction occurring in tube 749, restor-
ing relay 418 will be energized and open contacts
417 in the holding circuit for relay 4§88 (Fig. 4)
and will cause relay £38 to be released to restore
the various parts of the receiving apparatus to
standby condition.

It iz belleved that the operation of the novel
control apparatus has been made clear from the
foregoing description and that a further explana-
tion of the operation is not recessary.

While the form of the invention herein shown
and described is admirably adapted to fuifill the
objects primarily stated, it is to be understood
that it is not intended to confine the invention to
the one form or embodiment disclosed herein, for
it is susceptible of embodiment in varions forms
all coming within the scope of the claims which
follow.

What is claimed is:

1. In a remote control system, two stations;
means at onz station for Zenerating a. related
plurality of hursts of impulses, each burst con-
taining a selected number of impulses; means for
transmitting the bursts of impulses from said one
station to the other station; means at the other
station for counting the number of impulses in
each burst: s vlurality of presetéable means at
said other station, one presetiable means being
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provided for each of the related bursts and each
of the preseftable means, other than the one re-
lated to a particular burst, being normally inop-
erative; means selectively connecting each of the
presettable means to the counting means accord-
ing to a preselecied control number, for opera-
tion by the counting means if the burst related to
the presettable means contains a number of im-~
pulses which represent the control number for
which it is set; means connecting the presettable
means so that the operation of the presettable
means reiated to one burst can prepare the pre-
settable means related to the next burst for op-
eration by the counting means, whereby the pre-
settable means wiil operate one after another in
sequence if their related bursts contain the proper
predetermined numbers of impuises but their se-
quential operation will be interrupted as soon as
any burst does not contoin the proper number of
impulses; and control means operated by the last
presettable means of the sequence for providing
a degired control when the related plurality of
bursts contain the proper numbers of impulses.

2. In a control system, a sending station and a
receiving station; said sending station including
means to generate spaced bursts of impulses, each
burst confaining an individually selected num-
ber of diserete rapidly recurring impulses, and
radio transmitting means for transmitting the
bursts of impulses to the receiving station; and
said receiving station including radio receiving
means 1o receive the bursts of impuises, counting
means comprising a plurality of electron tubes
inferconnected in a chain for sequential opera-
tion to be controlled by the receiving means to
count the impulses in each burst, and control
means selectively preset according to any desired
preselected control numbers represented by the
bursts, for control by the counting means to be
operated thereby and exert a desired control if
the number of impulses in each of the several
bursts represent the preselected numbers for
which the control means has been preset.

3. In a remote control system, two stations:
means at one station for generating a related
plurality of spaced bursts of impulses, each burst
containing a selected number of impulses; means
for transmitting the bursts of impulses one after
another from said one station to the other sta-
tion; means at the other station for counting the
number cof impulses in each burst; a plurality of
presettable means at said other station, one pre-
settable means being provided for each of the re-
lated bursts and each of the presettable means,
other than the one related to the first burst, be-
ing normally inoperative; means selectively con-
necting each of the presettable means to the
counting means according to a preselected con-
trol number, for operation by the counting means
if the burst related to the presettable means con-
tains a number of impulses which represent the
control number for which it is set; and means
connecting the presettable means so that the op-~
eration of the presettable means related to one
burst can prepare the presettable means related
to the next burst for operation by the counting
mesans, whereby the presettable means will op-
erate one after another in sequence if their re-
lated bursts contain the proper predetermined
numbers of impulses but the sequential operation
will be interrupted as soon as any burst does not
contain the proper number of impulses.

4. In a remote control system, two stations;
means at cne station for generating a related plu~
rality of spaced bursts of impulses, each burst
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coniaining a selected number of impulses; means
for transmitting the bursts of impulses one after
anotier from said one station to the other sta-
tion; means at the other station for ccunting the
number of impulses in each burst; a plurality of
presetitable means at said other station, one pre-
settable means being provided for each of the re-
lated bursts and each of the presettable means
other than the one related to the first burst be-
ing normally inoperative; means selectively con-
necting each of the presettable means to the
counting means according to a preselected con-
trol number for operation by the counting means
if the burst related to that prescttable means
contain a number of impulses which represent the
control number for which it is set; means con-
‘necting the presettable means s¢ that the opera-
tion of the presettable means related to one burst
can prepare the presetiable means related to the
-next burst for operation by the counting means,
whereby the presettable means will operate one
after another in sequence if their related bursts
contain the proper predetermined numbers of im-
puises but the sequential operation will be inter-
rupted if any burst does not contain the proper
number of impulses; and control means operable
by the last of the presettable means in the se-
.quence to cause the desired operation of some
other means when the last presettable means op-
erates and indicates that the several bursts of
impulses contained the proper number of im-
pulses as required by the preselected control num-
bers.

5. In a control system, a sending station and a
receiving station; said sending station including
means to generate spaced bursts of impulses, each
burst containing an individually selected number
of discrete rapidly recurring impulses, radio
transmitting means which is normally biased to
cut-off, and means controlled by the impulse gzan-
erating means to modify the bias and allow the
bursts of impulses to be transmitted to the re-
ceiving station; and said receiving station inciud-
ing radio receiving means to receive the bursts of
impulses, counting means comprising a plurality
of electron tubes interconnected in a chain for
sequential operation to count the number of im-
pulses in each burst, and control means selectively
preset according to any desired preselected con-
trol numbers represented by the bursts for con-
trol by the counting means to be operated thereby
and exert a desired control if the number of im-
pulses in each of the several bursts represent the
preselected numbers for which the control means
has been preset.

6. In a control system, a sending station and a
receiving station; said sending station including
electron tube means differentially controlled to
generate spaced bursts of impulses containing
selected numbers of discrete rapidly recurring im-
pulses, and radio transmitting means having an
" output stage which is normally biased to cut-off,
which bias is modified by the impulse generating
means to allow the bursts of impulses to be trans-
mitted to the receiving station, the transmitting
means being on the air only for the short time
actually required to form the impulses; and said
receiving station including radio receiving means
to receive the bursts of impulses, electron tube
counting means to count the number of impulses
in each burst, and control means selectively con-
nected to tubes of the counting means according
to preselected control numbers for control by the
tubes of the counting means to be operated there-
hv and exert a desired control if the number of
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impulses in each of the several bursts represent
the preselected numbers for which the control
means has been preset.

7. In a remote control system, a sending sta-
tion and a receiving station, said sending station
including means to generate a special conirol
signal of sufficient duration to cause a relay to be
operated, and radio transmitting means con-
trolled by the signal generating imeans to trans-
mit the special control signal to the receiving
station; and said receiving station being normally
in a standby condition and including radio re-
ceiving means to receive the special control sig-
nal, a relay operated by the special control signal
for changing the receiving station from standby
condition to operative condition for further con-
trol from the sending station, and timing means
set into operation by said relay for restoring the
receiving station to standby condition at a pre-
determined time after the operation of the relay.

8. In a remote confrol system, a sending sta-
tion and g receiving station, said sending station
including means to generate a special control
signal of sufficient duration to cause a relay to be
operated, and radio transmitiing means con-
trolled by the signal generating means to trans-
mit the special control signal to the receiving sta-
tion; and said receiving station being normally
in a standby condition and including radio re-
ceiving means to receive the special control sig-
nal, a relay operated by the special control sig-
nal for changing {he receiving station from
standby condition to operative condition for fur-
ther confrol from the sending station, a holding
circuit for maintaining the relay in operated con-
dition, and means set into operation by said relay
for interrupting the holding circuit for the relay
and restoring the receiving station to standby
condition at a predetermined time after the op-
eration of the reiay.

9. In a remote control system, a sending sta~-
tion and a portable battery-operated receiving
station; said sending station including meaas to
generate spaced bursts of impulses, each burst
containing an individually selected number of
discrete rapidiy recurring impulses, and radio
transmitting means controlled by the impulse-
generating means to transmit the bursts of im-
pulses to the receiving station; and said receiving
station including a battery-operated radio re-
ceiving means to receive the bursts of impuises,
a baitery-operated electron tube counting means
comprising a plurality of electron tubes inter-
connected in a chain for sequential operation to
be operated by the received impulses to count the
number of impulses in each burst, and control
means selectively presettable according to pre-
selected control numbers for control by the count-
ing means to be operated thereby to exert the de-
sired control if the number of impulses in the
bursts represent the preselected numbers for
which the control means has been preset.

10. In a remote control system, a sending sta-
tion and a portable battery-operated receiving
station; said sending station inciuding electron
tube means operableto generate impulses at about
20,000 impulses per second to provide spaced
bursts of impulses containing selected numbers
of impulses, and radio transmitting means con-
trolled by the impulse-generating means to trans-
mit the bursts of impulses to the receiving sta-
tion; and said receiving station including a bat-
tery-operated radio receiving means to receive
the bursts of impulses, a baitery-operated elec-
tron tube counting means comprising a plurality
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of clectron. tubes interconnected in 2 chain for
sequential operation to be operated by the re-
ceived impulsés to count the nwriber of impulses
in each hursi, and control means seleciively pre-
settable according to preselected control numbers
for control by the counting means to ke operated
thereby to exert the desived ceontrol if the num-~
per of impulses in the bursts represent the pre-
selected numbers for which tha control means
has been preset.

11. In a remote control system, a sending sta-
tioh and a portable battery-cperated receiving
station; said sending station including means to
generate g special control signal, means to
generate spaced bursts of impulses containing
selected numbers of discrete rapidly recurring
impulses, and radio fransmitting means con-
trolled by the special control signal generating
means and impulse-generating means to trans-

mit the special control signal and the bursts of ¢

impulses to the receiving station: and said receiv-
ing station being normally in standhy conditicn
and including a battery-operated radio receiv-
ing means {o receive the special control signal and

bursts of impulses, means operated by the spe- i

cial control signal to change the receiving sta-
tion from a standby condition to an operative
condition, 2 battery-operated electron ftube
counting means operated by the received im-
pulses to count the impulses in each burst, con-
trol means Selectively presettable according to
preselected control numbers for control by the
counting means to be operated thereby to exert
the desired control if the number of impulses

in the bursts represent the preselected numbers

for which the confrol means has been presei, and
timing means set in operation by the special con-
trol signal for restoring the receiving station to
standby condition at a predetermined time after
it was placed in operative condition.

12. In a remote control system, two stations;
means at one station for generating two bursts
of impulses with a space between bursts, and
each burst containing any desired number of
impulses; means for transmitting the bursts of
impulses from said one station to the other sta-
ticn; means at the other station for counting the
number of impulses in each burst; a first means
preset to be operated by the counting means if
one of said bursts of impulses contains g prede-
termined number of impulses; a second means
preset to be operated by the counting means if
the other of said bursts of impulses contains a
predetermined number of impulses, said second
means being normally inoperable by the count-
ing means; and means operated by said first
means, when it operates, for preparing said sec-
ond means for operation by the counting means,
whereby the operation of said second means can
cccur only if the first means has opsrated and
if said other burst of impulses contains the num-
ber of impulses for which the second means was
preset o be operated by the counting means.

13. In a remote control system, two stations;
means at one station for generating two bursts
of impulses with a space between hursts, and
each burst containing any desired number of
impulses; means for transmitting the bursts of
impulses one after another from said one sta-

tion to the other station; means at the other 7

station for counting the number of impuises in
each burst; a first means preset according to a
nreselected control number to be operated by the
counting means if the first burst of impulses
contains a predetermined number of impulses
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representing said preselected control number; a
second means preset according to a second pre-
selected control number to be operated by the
counting means if the second burst of impulses
contains a predetermined number of impulses
representing said second preselected control
number, said second means being normally inop-
erable fo respond to the control of the counting
means; means operated by said first means, when
it operates, for preparing said second means for
operation by the counting means, whereby the
cperation of said second means can occur only
if the first means has operated and if the second
burst of impulses contains the number of im-
pulses for which the second means was preset
to be operated by the counting means; and means
cperated by said second means, when it operates,
to provide the desired control over the operation
of some other means.

14. In a remote conftrol system, two stations;
differentially controlled electron tube means at
one station for generating a related plurality of
bursts of impulses, each burst containing a se-
lected number of impulses; means for transmit-
ting the bursts of impulses from said one sta-
ticn to the other station; electron tube means at
the other station for counting the number of
impulses in each burst; a plurality of vacuum
tubes af said other station, one vacuum tube be-
ing provided for each of the related bursts and
each of the vacuum tubes, other than the one
related to a particular burst, being normally in-
operative; means selectively connecting each of
the vacuum tubes to the counting means accord-
ing to a preselected confrol number, to be ren-
dered conducting by the counting means if the
burst related to the presettable means contains
a number of impulses which represent the con-
trol number for which it is set; means connect-

; ing the vacuum tubes so that the conduction in

the vacuum tube related to one burst can pre-
pare the vacuum tube related to the next burst
for operation by the counting means, whereby the
vacuum tubes will become conducting one after
another in sequence if their related bursts con-
tain the proper predetermined numbers of im-
pulses but the sequential operation will be inter-
rupted as soon as any burst does not contain
the proper number of impulses; and means op-
erated by the last vacuum tube in the sequence
for providing a desired contrel if the bursts con-
tain impulses representing the desired control
number.

15. In a control device o provide a desired
control if certain predetermined numbers of im-
puises are included in each of a related plurality
of bursts of impulses, the combination of a count-
ing means for counting the impulses in the sev-
eral purzls; means to impress the bursts of im-
puises on the counting means; g plurality of pre-~
settable means, one related to each of the bursts,
selectively connected to the counting means to
e operated hy the counting means if said certain
vredetermived numbers of impulses are included
in their velated bursts of impulszes, said preset-
table means, except the one related to a particular
hurst, being ncrmally inoperable by the counting
means; a phurality of means, one connecteg to
each prescitable means and overated therehy
upon operation thereof, controlling the preset-
table means related to the various bursts for se-
guential operation, each of said plurality of
megns, except the one related to the last preset-
takie means, if operated, preparing the next pre-
settable means in the sequence for operation by
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the counting means, and the means connected
to the last presettable means of the sequence, if
operated, causing the desired control to take
place, whereby, if any of the related piurality of
bursts does not contain the proper number of im-
pulses, the presettable means related to that burst
will not operate, causing the sequential operation
of the presettable means to be interrupted, and
the means connected to the last presettable means
of the sequence will not operate to cause the de-
sired control to take place.

16. In a control device selectively operable to
provide a desired confrol if certain predetermined
numbers of impulses are inciuded in various ones

of a plurality of related bursts of impulses, the |

combination of a counting means including a
plurality of devices operable step by step from a
starting condition to count the impulses in a
burst; means to restore the devices of the count-
ing means to starting condition after the count-
ing of each hurst; a plurality of presettable
means, one for each of said related bursts and
each of the presettable means, other than the cne
related to the first burst to be counted, being nor-
mally inoperative; means selectively connect-
ing the presettable means to the devices which
represent the certain predetermined numbers of
impulses to enable the counting means to operate
each of the presettable means when the burst re-
lated to that presettable means contains the num-
ber of impulses for which the means was preset;
means connecting the presettable means so that
the operation of the presettable means related to
one burst can prepare the presettable means re-
lated to the next burst to be counted, for opera-
tion by the counting means, whereby the pre-
settable means will operate one after another in
sequence if their related bursts contain the pro-
per predetermined number of impulses; and con-
trol means operable by the last presettable means
in the seguence to cause the desired control to be
effected when the last presettable means operates
and indicates that the several related bursts of
impulses contained the proper number of im-
pulses. '

17. In a control device to provide a desired
control if certain predetermined numbers of im-
pulses are included in each of a related plurality

of bursts of impulses, the combination of an elec- .
tron-tube counting means for counting the im- ~

pulses in the several bursts; means to impress
the bursts of impulses on the counting means;
means including a plurality of electron tubes,
one related to each of the bursts, selectively con-

nected to the tubes of the counting means to be °

rendered conducting by the counting means if
said certain predetermined numbers of impulses
are included in their related bursts of impulses,
said tubes of the plurality of tubes, except the
one related to a particular burst, being normally
inoperable by the counting means; and a plural-
ity of means, one connected to each of said plu-
rality of tubes and operated thereby upon con-
duction occurring therein, for controlling the

tubes of the plurality of tubes which are related

to the various bursts for sequential operation,
each of said plurality of means except the one
connected to the last tube in the sequence, if
operated, preparing the next tube in the sequence
for operation by the counting means, and the
means connected to the last tube of the sequence
causing the desired control to take place.

18. In a control device to provide a desired
control if certain predetermined numbers of im-
pulses are included in each of a related plurality
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of spaced bursts of impulses, the combination of
an electron tube counting ring operable to count
impulses of a burst; resetting means fo restore
the ring to starting condition after a counting
operation; reset control means operated by the
impulses of 2 burst and operable to cause an
operation of the resetting means to restore the
ring to starting condition affer counting the im-
pulses of one burst but before the next burst is
impressed thereon; means to impress spaced
bursts of impulses on the counting ring and the
reset control means to cause the ring to count the
impulses of the bursts and to be reset automati-
cally after said burst; means including a plural-
ity of vacuum tubes, one related to each of the
bursts, selectively connected to the tubes of the
ring to be rendered conducting by the ring if
the proper numbers of impulses are contained
in their related bursts, said vacuum tubes except
the one related to the first burst being normally
inoperable by the ring; a plurality of means, one
connected to each vacuum tube except the tube
related to the iast of the related bursts and oper-
ated thereby upon conduction occurring therein,
sach of said plurality of means, if operated, ren-
dering the vacuum tube related to the next burst
ooerable by the ring; and means connected to the
vacuum tube related to the last of the related
bursts and operable thereby upon conduction oc-
curring therein, to cause the desired control to
take place.

18. In a control device selectively operable if
certain predetermined numbers of impulses are
included in each of a pair of spaced bursts of im-
pulses, the combination of an electron-~tube
counting ring operable to count impulses of a
burst; resetting means to restore the ring to start-
ing condition after a counting operation; reset
control means operated by the impulses of a burst
and operable to cause an operation of the re-
setting means during the interval between bursts;
means to impress spaced bursts of impulses on
the counting ring and the reset control means to

_ cause the ring to count the impulses of the bursts
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“ and to be reset automatically between bursts;

and means connected to the tubes of the ring ac-
cording to said predetermined control numbers
to be operated by the ring if the impulses in the
bursts represent said predetermined numbers, in-
cluding a first portion operated by the ring if the
proper number of impulses is contained in the
first burst, including a second portion prepared
for operation by the operation of the first portion
and operated by the ring if the proper number of
impulses is contained in the second burst, and in-
cluding control means operated by the second
portion thereof to provide the desired control
when the required predetermined numbers of im-
pulses are included in the bursts.

20. In a device which can provide a desired
control if certain predetermined numbers of im-
pulses are included in each of a related plurality
of bursts of impulses impressed thereon, the com-
bination of a plurality of electron tubes, each tube
having a plurality of electrodes; circuits inter-
connecting electrodes of different tubes in an op-
erative pattern to connect the tubes in a ring for
step-by-step operation in response to the impulises
of a burst, the conducting and non-conducting
condition of the tubes of the ring and the poten-
tial of their electrodes changing as each impulse
is applied to the ring so that the conducting and
non-conducting condition of the tubes and the po-
tential of their electrodes can be utilized to pro-
vide an indication of the number of impulses in
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the burst which has operated the ring; means to
control the ring to enable a separate count of the
impulses in each burst to be obtained; a second
plurality of electron tubes, one related to each of
the bursts; circuits selectively connecting the
tubes of the second plurality of tubes to similar
‘electrodes of preselected tubes of the ring, which
represent said certain predetermined numbers of
impulses in the bursts, to enable the potential of
these electrodes to cause the various tubes of the
plurality of tubes to be rendered conducting if the
bursts contain the required predetermined num-
ber of impulses, said tubes of the second plurality
of tubes, except the one related to the first burst
to be counted, being normally inoperable by the
ring; and a plurality of means, one connected to
each of said second plurality of tubes and oper-
ated thereby upon conduction occurring therein,
each of said plurality of means except the one
connected to the last tubs of the sequence, when
operated, preparing the tube in the sequence re-
lated to the next burst to be counted, for opera-
tion by the ring if the burst contains the required
number of impulses, and the means connected to
the last tube of the sequence, when operated,
causing the desired control to take place.

21. In a device which can provide a desired con-
trol if certain predetermined numbers of impulses
are included in each of a related plurality of
bursts of impulses impressed thereon, the com-
bination of a plurality of electron tubes, each
tube having a plurality of electrodes; circuits in-
terconnecting electrodes of different tubes in an
operative pattern to connect the tubes in a ring
for step-by-step operation in response to the im-
pulses of a burst, the conducting and non-con-
ducting condition of the tubes of the ring and the
potential of their electrodes changing as each im-
pulse is applied to the ring so that the conducting
and non-conducting condition of the tubes and
the potential of their electrodes can be utilized to
provide an indication of the number of impuises
in the burst which have operated the ring from
starting condition; resetting means to restore the
ring to starting condition after the impulses in
each burst have heen counted, to enable the ring
to be used over to count the impulses in each
burst; a second plurality of electron tubes, one
related to each of the bursts; circuits selectively
connecting the tubes of the second plurality of
tubes to similar electrodes of preselected tubes of
the ring, which represent said certain predeter-
mined numbers of impulses in the burst, to enable
the potential of these electrodes to control the
conduction in the various tubes of the plurality
of tubes and cause these tubes to be rendered
eonducting if the bursts contain the required pre-
determined number of impulses, said tubes of the
second plurality of tubes, except the one related
to the first burst to be counted, being normally
inoperative by the ring; and a plurality of means,
one connected to each of said second plurality of
tubes and operated thereby upon conduction oc-
curring therein, for controlling the tubes of the
second plurality of tubes for seguential opera-
tion, each of said plurality of means except the
one connected fo the last tube of the sequence,
when operated, preparing the tube in the sequence
related to the next burst to be counted, for opera-
tion by the ring if the burst contains the required
number of impulses, and the means connected to
the last tube of the sequence, when operated,
causing the desired conirol to take place.

22. In a portable radio-controlled battery-op~
erated control device which can provide a desired
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control if certain predetermined numbers of im-
bulses, individually preselected for each burst, are
included in a related plurality of bursts frans-
mitted thereto by radio, the combination of bat-
tery-operated radio receiving means to receive
said impulses; a hattery-operated electron tube
counting means operated by the receiving means
for counting the number of impulses in each
burst; and control means connected to the tubes
of the counting means, selectively according to
any desired preselected control numbers, to be op-
erated by the counting means to exert the desired
control if the number of impulses in the several
related bursts represent the preselected control
numbers for which the control means has been

, preset.

23. In a portable battery-operated control de-
vice which is normally in standby condition in
which it uses a minimum of power, the combina~
tion of a radio receiving means for receiving a
special control signal and a plurality of bursts
of impulses; electron tube means for counting the
impulses of the bursts; means operated by the
special control signal for changing the receiving
means and the counting means from standby con-
dition to operative condition to be operable by
the bursts of impulses; and fiming means sef in
operation by the special control signal and oper-
able to restore the receiving means and the count-
ing means to standby condition after a predeter-
mined interval of time,

' 24, In a device of the class described, the com-~
bination of means differentially operable by im-
pulses of a burst; resetting means for restoring
the differentially operable means to starting con-
dition after the differentially operable means has
been operated by the impulses of a burst; con-
trol means operated by the impulses of a burst
for causing the operation of the resetting means
at a predetermined time after the last impulse
has operated the control means; and means to
impress a burst of impulses on the differentially
operable means and the control means to cause

* the differential operation of the differentially op-
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erable means and the subsequent resetting there-
of to starting condition.

25. In a device for counting the impulses in
each of a plurality of spaced bursts of impulses,
the combination of differentially operable means
to count impulses of a burst; resetting means to
restore the differentially operable means to start-
ing condition after a counting operation; control
means operated by the impulses of a burst and
operable to cause an operation of the resetting
means after a predetermined interval following
the counting of the impulses of a burst; and
means t0 impress spaced bursts of impulses on
the differentially operable means and the con-
trol means to cause the differentially operable
means to count the impulses of the bursts and to
be reset automatically after each burst.

26. In a device of the class described, the com-
bination of means differentially operable by im-
pulses of a burst; resetting means for restoring
the differentially cperable means to starting con-
dition after the differentially operable means has
been operated by the impulses of a burst; con-
trol means including a trigger pair of tubes op-
erated from normal condition by the impulses of
a burst and remaining in operated condition until
restored automatically to normal condition at a
pbredetermined time after the last impulse of a-
burst; connections to enable the trigger pair of
tubes to operate the resefting means when the
trigger pair -of tubes is restored to normal condi-
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tion; and means to impress a burst of impulses
on the differentially operable means and the con-
trol means to cause the differential operation of
the differentially operable means and the subse-
quent resetting thereof to starting condition.

27. In a device for counting impulses of a burst,
the combination of means differentially operable
by impulses of a burst; resetting means for re-
storing the differentially operable means to start«
ing condition after the differentially operable
means has been operated by the impulses of a
burst; control means including a pair of tubes
connected as an unbalanced trigger pair and op-
erated from normal condition by the impulses of
a burst, and means in the trigger connections to
retain the pair in operated condition until a pre-
determined time after the last impulse of a burst
has been impressed thereon, after which the trig-
ger pair can return to its normal condition; con-
nections to enable the trigger pair of tubes to
operate the resetting means when the trigger

‘pair of tubes returns to normal condition; and
means to impress a burst of impulses on the dif-
ferentially operable means and the control means
to cause the differential operation of the differ-
entially operable means and the subsequent re-
setting thereof to starting condition.

28. In a device for counting impulses of a burst,
the combination of g plurality of electron tubes;
circuits connecting the tubes to form a ring in
which the tubes are rendered conducting step by
step in response to impulses so that, as different
numbers of impulses operate the ring, different
tubes of the ring will be conducting to indicate
the number of impulses which have operated the
ring from s zero or starting condition; resetting
means to control conduction in the tubes of the
ring to restore the ring to its zere or starting
condition after the ring has been operated by the
impulses of a burst; control means including a
pair of tubes connected as an unbalanced trigger
pair to be operated by impulses of a burst and
having delay means in the trigger connections to
delay the return of the trigger pair to normal
condition after it has been operated by the im-
pulses of a burst; connections to enable the trig-
ger pair of tubes to operate the resetting means
when the trigger pair of tubes returns to normal
condition ‘after the delay following the last im-
pulse of the burst; and means to impress a burst
of impulses on the tubes of the ring and on the
control means to cause the operation of the tubes
of the ring to count the number of impulses in
the burst and cause the trigger pair to operate
and subsequently operate the resetting means to
restore the tubes of the ring to starting condition.

29. In a device for counting the impulses in
each of a plurality of spaced bursts of impulses,
the combination of an electron tube counting ring
operable to count impulses of a burst; resetting
means to restore the ring to starting condition
after a counting operation; control means oper-
ated by the impulses of a burst and operable to
cause an operation of the resetting means during
the interval between bursts; and means to im-
press spaced bursts of impulses on the counting
ring and the control means to cause the ring to
count the impulses of the bursts and to be reset
automatically between bursts.

30. In .a device for automatically counting im-
pulses in each of a plurality of bursts, the com~
bination of a plurality of electron tubes; circuits
connecting the tubes to form a ring in which the
tubes are rendered conducting step by step in
response to impulses so that, as different numbers
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of impulses operate the ring, different tubes of
the ring will be conducting to indicate the number
of impulses which have operated the ring from
a zero or starting condition; resetting means to
control conduction in the tubes of the ring to
restore the ring to its zero or starting condition
after the ring has peen operated by the impulses
of a burst to enable the ring to be operated re-
peatedly to count the impulses in each of a plural-
ity of bursts; control means including a pair of
{ubes connected as unbalanced trigger pair to be
operated by impulses of a burst and having delay
means in the trigger connections to delay the
return of the trigger pair to normal condition
after it has beefr operated by the impulses of a
burst; connections to enable the trigger pair of
tubes to operate the resetting means when the
trigger pair of tubes returns to normal condition
after the delay following the last impulse of the
burst; and means to impress a plurality of bursts
of impulses onn the tubes of the ring and on the
control means to cause the differential operation
of the tubes of the ring according to the number
of impulsés in a burst and cause the trigger pair
to operate and subseguently operate the resetting
means to restore the tubes of the ring to starting
conditionn for further operation by the impulses
of a succeeding burst.

31. In a device for counting impulses, the com-
bination of an electron-tube counting ring which
is normally in a standby eondition but which can
be placed in operative condition by the application
of operating potentials theréto; resetting means
to place the ting in starting condition so that the
operation of the ring to count impulses will always
bégin 4t the same place in the ring; means t0
apply operating potential to the tubes of the ring
to change the Iing from standby condition to
operative ¢ondition; anhd means to control the re-
setting means to cause the resetting means to op-
erate when the ring is placed in operative condi-
tion, thereby to insure that the ring will be in
starting ‘condition when it is changed firom
standby condition to operative condition.

32. In a device for ¢counting impulses, the com-
bination of an electron-tube counting ring which
is normally in a standby condition but which can
be placed in operative condition by the applica~-
tion of operating potentials thereto; resetting
means to control conduction in the tubes of the
ring to place the ring in starting condition so that
the operation of the ring to count impulses will
always begin at the same place in the ring; means
to apply operating potential to the tubes of the
ring to change the ring from standby condition
to operative condition; and means to cause the
resetting means to operate during the time the
tubes of the ring are becoming operative when
the ring is placed in operative condition, thereby
to insure that, as the tubes of the ring become
operative, they will be controllied to cause the ring
to be in starting condition when it is changed
from standby condition to operative condition.

JOSEPH R, DESCH.
ERNEST V. GULDEN.

(References on following page)



2,467,257

REFERENCES CITED Number
The following references are of record in the gg?’zgzgz
file of this patent: 2: 401618
UNITED STATES PATENTS 5
Number Name Date Numb
2,023,446  Schroeter _________ Dec. 10, 1935 “?55‘*;05

2,272,070 REEVeS - e Feb. 3, 1942

54

Name Date
Deal o Feb. 1, 1944
Massonneatt — ... Apr. 10, 1945
Crosby -eeeme June 4, 1946
FOREIGN PATENTS

Country Date
Great Britain ... ___ Aug. 24, 1931



