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4 " CHAPTER I

COMMENDATIONS OF OP-20-G FDH-COHHUHICATION IHTELLIGENCE
ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC

The followlng is a collection of comments on the work of
the U.S. Naval C.I. organization received from important Ameri-

can and Allied naval authorities and from collaborating technical

organizations.

Part A. Commendatlons by Amg;ican authgzigigs
(* a. Battle of Midway

In June 1942 after the striking vietory won bY the
( forces of tne U.S. Navy in the Battle of Mldwey, Admiral King
commended Op-20-G for its important contributiqns to the suc~
cess of the fleet with his not easily won "Well done®. The
message follows:

No. 1
23 June 1942

1. Advise gll personnel that the Commznder-in-
Chief, United States Fleet, Admiral King, has
this date transmitted to all 0.8, Naval radio
intelligence activities the words, "well done".

2. Admiral Horme, the Vice Chiel of Haval
Operations, expressing his concurrence, passes
this on via the Director of Naval Commmunlcations.

3, This is a source of pleasure, but 1ssue the
reminder that this fact also must be kept secure.
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On 30 Gctober 1942 Admiral Xing lssusd an officlal com-
mandation for ithe part 0p-20-G had already played in the war.
It reag as follovws:

No., 2 '
’ 30 Qctober 1942

Tom: Chief of Naval Operztions.
= E Vica Chief of ¥aval Operations.

Sutject: Special Commendation for Radio Intelli-
gzence Unit. ' :

1. Thne Chief of Kaval Operations commends the
Radic Intelligence Unit under your direction for
the very excellent work which 1t individually and
in cooperation with other wmits has accomplished

4n the war to date. The results achleved have

teen of great and lasting benefit to ihe war effort.

( E. J. EIXG

Admiral Nimitz, Commender-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Flset,
forwarded s copy of Admiral Kipgls .officlal commendation to the

Commandant, Fourteenth Xaval District, with the following en-

dorsezmznt:
Na. 3 )
. g November 1942
Fronm: Commander-ianhief, 0.5. Pacifiec Fleet
To : Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District

Subject: Special Commendation for Radio Intelli-
gence Units.

Ref: (2) OpNav Conf. Ltr. FFL/P15 Serial
02665 of October 30, 1942.

...The Commander—in-Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet,
taes pleesure in forwarding inese Vary Ceserving
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Ho. 2 (Cont.)

words of praise from the Chief of Naval Operatlons
=nd Gesires that a copy of this letter be appended
to the Titness reports of officers and that a sult-
anle brief entry be made In the records of the en-
iisted men concerned. .

C. W. NIMITZ

L. Eattle of Cuadalcanal

On 17 Kovember 1942, a few days after tod very'importanf
Battle of Guadaleanal in which the U.S. Navy won a2 decisive

victory, Admiral Fimitz released the following dispateh:

No. 4
17 Novembter 1942
" From: CINCPAC
For Aetion: COMSOPAC
: COMSOFESPAC
CRUINCH
OPNAV
BELCONNEN €O¥ 14 170139 CETYH

"y Once agaln radio intelligence has enabled the
fighting force of the Pacifie and Southwest Paclific
to know where and when to hlit the enemy. ¥y only

. regret is that cur appreciation, which is unlimited,

can only be extended to those who read thls systen.

*

To tids commendation from CINCPAC was added:
Bo. 5
n%ell done,"

E. J. KINC
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Commendations by CINCPAC

It was.announced on 13 May 1944 that the followlng' com-

munication hzé@ been recelved from Admiral Wimitz, Commander-

in-Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet:

No. 6

tn invaluable contribution to the rrosecution
of the war in the Paciflie has been made by the
consistent and unfailing service of the personnel
of the Communications Intelligence Organization.
It is with-proiound rsgret, that for reasons of
security, this expresslon of my appreciation can
not te proclaimed to all, tut must be confined to

‘members of this organization.

Tn a letter te the Chief of Navsl Operations dated

27 August 1945, CinCPac stated:

Na. 7

—_—re

Puring this war, CinCPac has been in =2 )
position to observe the trenendous contrituticons of

. comrmunication intelligence to the success of Pacific

operations. Communication intelligence has repeatecdly
srovided timely and accurate information ugon which
to base.tactical and strategic decislons., 4 vast
amount of imvortant information affecting.matters of
troad scoge has slso been forthcoalng from the szme
squrce. An outstanding example of the contribution
o communication intelliigence is the part 1t played
in making possitle the viectory at Hldwey. Fithout
communication intelligence the war would have been
greatly prolonzed and the cost in men and -Material
far heavier. Tnose who have labtored to produce vital
information have performed an invaluable service
which, unfortunately, cannot be putlicized.
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Cammendation bv CousorAC

wnen Admliral Halsey ieft his post as CGESO?@C on 15 June

1944, he expressed nimself as follows:

H';_."o 8

. - 15 June 1944
rronm: ComEorac
Action: Comb COPEK ) 150620

%ith my depzriure {rom the South Pacific I
wish to express oy appreciation for the invaluable
service of the R.I. organization in prosecuting
our campaign against the enemy end particularly
far the alert znd tireless work of the unit as-
signed to my commznd. It 1s regretted that secur-
ity reculrements perzmit only readers of this
evysten to be info mad of my appreciation.

HALSEY

Conmencdation by ATmY Air Forces

On 25 September 1944 Brigadier Genérax Clinton D.

Vinceni, 68th Composite Wing, lith AT Force, said of the

Kzval Radio Unit 68th Composite Wing:

No. 9

———

During this time this Unit has rendered
valuable intellligence carvice to Headguarters
68th Composite Wing by furnishing timely informa-
tion ané reports on ensmy shipping positions,
exact times at whilch ensmy cities and aTreas wWeTe
slertad by fmerican Plsnes, general intellicence
trends, predicticn snd evalustion relative to
intellizence natters. On many occaslons combat
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No. ¢ (Cont.)

intelligence informatlon has been Tecelved from

tils Unit in advance of that from other sources.
The operational value of much of this information
1s reflected in the successful oseraticns of our

cozbat units against enemy shipping and instzllations.

f. Comzmendestion bv COMSUBPAC

Op 14 April 1945 the Cemmander, Subtmarine Foree, Pacific.

Fleel, advised the Commander-in—Chief,_Pacific Fleet, as
Tollows: -

No. 10
- 14 April 1945 ¢
From: ComSutPac
To : CincPac Adv Hdg
Info: ComSubPzcAdComD
ComTaskFor 71 131237 HCR 1231

»..Hlgh percentage of submarine sinkings is
based on Ultra information...

The Commander, Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet, further

expressed his appreclation on 3 July 1945 as follows:

No, 11
3 July 1945
From; FRUPAC 2 p '
To : O0p-20-G 030119
Guam

Encwing that the credit belongs to all
officers and enlisted in the Comintorg FruPac 1s
pleased and proud to pass on to you as Top Secret
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No. 11 {(Cont.)

the following "Commancder Submarine Force desires
to express his admiration and zppreclation to the
officers of FruPac for the splendid support and
coverage given by you to the recent submarine
operation in the Japan Sea. May the great success
of this exneditiorn repay you somewhat for your -
tireless efforts to strike thls blow at the heart
oI the enemy's empire. It could not have been
done without your help,® )

g. The Qkinawa Campalgn

As a result of communication intelllgence supplied prior
to and during an all-out attack by the Japanese on 6-7 April
1945 againét American forces engaged i;‘the oceupatlion of
Okinawa, the U.S. Navy was able to beat off concerted air at-
tacks and sink most of thes enemyls striking force, including
the battleship Yamato. Subseguently, both Fleet Admiral King

and Admiral Horne itransmitted ®"Well denel. Hﬁ. 2

The comments of Admirzl Turner ‘on the value of the com-
munication intelligence supplied to U.S. Naval forces at

Qkinawa were transmitted on 23 May 1945 es follows:

No. 1
23 May 1945
From: FruPac
Action: Guanm
Info: Op-20-G 222123 PAEES .

Admiral Turner has indicated that the despatches



¢ No. 13 {Cont.)

in 355 were cf immense value and that the analysis
of impending Jap opsrations, particularly air, were
of hizhest quality and "Perfectly fines 1n everr re-
spect™. A well done to siztion A and the Joint
activities under your supervision,

Admiral Spruance, Commander FITIH Fleet, stated In his
regort on the Okinawa campalgn:
No. 14

The Tifth Fleet Razdio Intelligence Unit has
bteen of vary great asslistance to this commandé dur-
ing the ICERERG (Okinawz) operation. (Ref: Ltr.
dated 23 May 1945 from Comdr. 5th Fleet to Oime,
FruPac, Ser. 000128.) :

( " In Juns 1G45 H¥S Trenchant sank_the Ashlgara, a Japanese
cruiser, as & result of information made avallabis by U.S.
Navzl Communicatlion Inﬁelligence.

No. 1
103 June 1945

From: =~ Com7thFleet, Tolosa
Action: COMINCH
Info: Com7th"leet (Adm. Barbey) 100213 HCR 4748

Connection Trenchant-Ashigarz case Z

factors involved.

(z2) Success umlikely except for mzgniflcent in-
telligence information made availalle,

() Impossiktle for large US type submarine to
have conducted daytime cperztion similzr to
Trenchant. They had tried zné falled south
of Banka,

inportant
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